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Briefing Note on UN Review of Ireland’s Record on Children’s Rights
What is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child?
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an agreement that establishes legal standards to help States make better decisions and achieve successful outcomes for children. It the most widely accepted human rights treaty globally. Ireland ratified the Convention in 1992. This means Ireland has a duty to respect, protect and fulfil children’s rights. Under our legal system, the Convention’s provisions must be written into legislation to have direct legal effect before our courts. However, there are other ways in which the Convention can influence Ireland.

What is the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child? 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is the body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Convention by States. It comprises 18 independent experts elected by Members of the UN and meets three times a year in Geneva, Switzerland. 
What is the UN Review? 

On ratifying the Convention, Governments agree to be assessed periodically by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child on their progress in implementing the rights in the Convention. 
State Report: Every few years, States submit a progress report to the Committee and agree to an oral Examination by members of the UN Committee. There have been two previous examinations of Ireland in 1998 and 2006. Ireland’s next Examination will take place in January 2016. It will be based on the State’s combined third and fourth periodic Report

 (submitted in September 2013), which details progress on implementing rights under the Convention since 2006. This Report was reviewed by civil society in a consultation in January 2013 that was coordinated by the Children’s Rights Alliance.

Parallel Report: To inform its work, the Committee accepts reports, known as ‘Parallel Reports’, from civil society groups. The Children’s Rights Alliance – the national umbrella organisation for over 100 members – submits an independent report on behalf of its membership and civil society together with a report created by children and young people. These reports provide supplementary independent material on what is happening on the ground for children and young people in Ireland. Read our 1997 Parallel Report and 2006 Parallel Report and 2006 Children’s Report.
National human rights institutions – the Ombudsman for Children and the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission – also submit Parallel Reports. 

The Parallel Reports are presented to the Committee at a preparatory Pre-Sessional Working Group. This discussion informs the List of Issues, a list of key questions and requests for further information which the Government will be asked to address during the examination. 

Concluding Observations: Following Ireland’s examination, the Committee will issue observations and recommendations, known as ‘Concluding Observations’. See those from 1998 and 2006.
Why is the UN Review important?

The UN Review is important as it creates a unique opportunity for dialogue between the UN, the Irish Government and civil society on children’s rights in Ireland. The examination in Geneva focuses an international spotlight on Ireland and is taken very seriously by Government. The review process has led to significant improvements for children and young people, including movement towards a constitutional amendment on children’s rights, the establishment of the Ombudsman for Children Office and the national longitudinal study. 

What is the role of the Children’s Rights Alliance? 

The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 members working together to make Ireland one of the best places in the world to be a child. We change the lives of all children in Ireland by making sure that their rights are respected and protected in our laws, policies and services. The Alliance was established to lead the civil society engagement in the UN review of Ireland’s record on children’s rights. We carried out this role during the two previous examinations of Ireland in 1998 and 2006. 

You can learn more about the work of the Children’s Rights Alliance by visiting our website: http://www.childrensrights.ie 

Children’s Rights Alliance will undertake four key activities to bring the voices of children, young people, non-governmental organisations and other experts to the UN Committee to influence Ireland’s next review:

1. Parallel Report – Develop a Parallel Report for the UN Committee (1 March 2015)

2. Children and Young People’s Report – Facilitate children and young people to communicate their views directly to the Committee (1 March 2015)
3. Presentation to the Committee – Present to the Committee the Parallel Report, and support children to present their report (June 2015)
4. International Advocacy campaign – Co-ordinate an international advocacy campaign in the lead up to and during the Committee’s examination of Ireland (January 2016)
How YOU can get involved?

· Attend a consultation in Dublin, Galway, Cork or Carlow see list below (RSVP to edel@childrensrights.ie)

· Make a written submission to us (edel@childrensrights.ie) by 19 December 2014. You should use our primer document to help guide your submission please contact us for this. 

· Support children or young people to participate in developing their own report – an invitation will be issued shortly by email to all members and contacts.
· Provide feedback on the draft Parallel Report which will be circulated in February 2015.
· Stay in touch by joining the Children’s Rights Alliance or following us on Twitter and Facebook. 

National Consultation Events for the Civil Society Report 
	Type of consultation
	Venue 
	Date
	Time

	Kick-off event and consultation 
	Ashling Hotel
Parkgate Street, Dublin 8
	Thursday 
13 Nov 2014
	10.00am – 1.00pm

	South East consultation
	Carlow Institute of Technology

Kilkenny Road, Carlow
	Monday
17 Nov 2014
	2.00pm – 4.00pm

	West consultation
	National University of Ireland, Galway 
Institute for Lifecourse and Society
	Monday 
24 Nov 2014
	11.00am – 1.00pm

	South consultation
	University College Cork
Moot Court Room, First Floor, Áras na Laoi
	Thursday 
27 Nov 2014
	11.00am – 1.00pm

	South West consultation
	Barnardos Limerick North, 1&2 Pineview Gardens, Moyross, Limerick.
	Monday 
8 Dec 2014
	11.00am – 1.00pm

	Thematic consultations – focused on developing recommendations
	Carmelite Community Centre, 56 Aungier St. Dublin 2
	Thursday 

15 Jan 2015
	10.00am – 4.00pm

 

	Final consultation – 
on draft report and key priorities
	European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2
	Tuesday 
10 Feb 2015
	2.00pm  – 4.00pm

	*RSVP for all events to Edel Quinn at edel@childrensrights.ie or 01-6629400*

*Please let us know if you require a sign language interpreter. All venues will be fully accessible*
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This consultation and Parallel Report process is being kindly supported by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government and The Atlantic Philanthropies. 
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UNCRC Review Process




Concluding Observations (Recommendations) 


Issued by the UN Committee to Ireland





Ireland’s State Report- submitted in September 2013; compiled by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs





Children’s Rights Alliance Parallel Report & Children’s Report - to be submitted by 1 March 2015





Ombudsman for Children & Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Parallel Reports - to be submitted by 1 March 2015





UN Committee Pre-sessional Working Group


To be held in Geneva in June 2015





UN Committee develops a ‘List of Issues’ to steer the Examination 





UN Committee’s Examination of Ireland


To be held in Geneva in Jan 2016
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