
  

 
 

  
 



  

Dear Members and Alliance friends, 
 
I am always struck by the number of important updates these newsletters cover, while only covering 
two months of the year for the Alliance and its members. Quarter 1 was a challenging one as the nation 
rapidly adjusted to the war in Ukraine and the subsequent arrival of thousands of refugees to our 
shores. Ireland has now welcomed over 38,700 thousand from Ukraine, 37 per cent of whom 
are children. The Alliance continues to take a leading role in the community and voluntary response, 
harnessing the collective expertise of our membership to work with the State to ensure a co-ordinated 
and effective response that provides these children, young people and families with the support and 
care they need. As part of this work, in the last two months we have held five member briefings on the 
ongoing crisis in Ukraine, responded publicly on the need for child protection and safety to be central to 
Ireland’s response and published focused research on the educational needs of Ukrainian refugees. 
  
Our online 1,2,3 Online Safety campaign continues to monitor the debate on the Online Safety and 
Media Regulation Bill which continues in the Seanad. In May, we held a high-profile political panel 
event, chaired by former Senator, Jillian van Turnhout, with representatives from six political parties. 
Following this, I joined Pat Kenny on Newstalk to discuss the issue of children and young people’s safety 
and wellbeing online and the need for online platforms to far more in this space to engineer a safer 
online world for their audience. 
  
Our Tusla dialogue continues, strengthening the communication channel from our members on the 
frontline to senior management at Tusla. It has been fantastic to see increased engagement from all 
stakeholders involved, resulting in subsequent meetings on specific issues including child trafficking. We 
look forward to embedding these sectoral dialogues to ensure children’s rights are threaded through 
the wider and high-level discussions in the sector and at Government level. 
 
June was a particularly busy month for the Alliance team preparing for our AGM andpolitical panel event 
on 30 June. We were thrilled to see such an incredible representation of the membership in 
attendance. I would like to sincerely thank our outgoing board members, Catherine Joyce and Nita 
Mishra and also welcome our new board members, Frances Chance, Karen Hannify and Mary 
Henderson. At our AGM we shared our Annual Report 2021 and our Helpline Annual Report 2021 
including analysis of emerging issues for children and young people as the pandemic continued to 
impact their lives. We also shared our new Strategic Plan 2022-2025. A huge thank you to Dr Gráinne 
Healy and Dr Kathy Walsh who led the development process. The team and I are really excited to get to 
work on this new ambitious work plan, under seven new priority areas. 
  
Given the uncertainty about the lasting impact of Covid-19 as we emerge out of emergency levels of the 
pandemic, coupled with the growing cost of living crisis that is impacting families the length and breadth 
of the country, our member's event following the AGM was a timely discussion on what is needed to 
address an expected rise in child poverty. We were delighted to welcome Fergus Finlay as chair as well 
as Prof Hugh Frazer and eight political party representatives to the event, the recording of which you 
can watch here. 
 
Watch this space! Following on from our political panel discussion on child poverty and in anticipation 
of challenging task to address rising poverty rates, the Alliance is launching a first-of-its-kind, Child 
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Poverty Monitor this month. 
  
You’ve got mail! We are running several issue-focused member consultations as part of our work on the 
UNCRC alternative report and to feed into our work on the next national children’s strategy. On 1 July 
we held our first consultation on issues facing Traveller children and we have two more planned: 7 July 
(Environment) and 8 July (Children with Disabilities). For more information, contact Steven.  
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued and greatly valued support. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Tanya Ward 
Chief Executive 

 

UNCRC 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child will once again review Ireland’s implementation of the UNCRC 
(United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child). The Children’s Rights Alliance will lead the civil 
society involvement in the review process by collating a comprehensive written report in response to the 
State Report (known as the Alternative Report). This is a really important part of the process as it gives the 
Committee a real insight into the pressing children’s rights issues on the ground in Ireland.  

The Alliance team will compile a draft report and will run consultations on the draft in July for your 
feedback. This is your opportunity to shape the issues that the Committee focus on with the State and 
to put forward key recommendations for children and young people. To help inform our work we have 
established an advisory group who had their first meeting in June. If you are interested in being part 
of the advisory group or have any questions, please contact Julie Ahern, Head of Legal, Policy and 
Services. 

Keep and eye on your inbox for details of our consultation! 
 
Online Safety 
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Over the past two months, the Alliance and our members have continued to monitor the debate on 
the Online Safety and Media Regulation (OSMR) Bill as it progresses through the Seanad. As the latest 
in a series of public events as part of the  #123OnlineSafety campaign, we convened a high-profile 
political panel that provided attendees with a briefing on the OSMR Bill informed by our analysis, 
followed by an insightful discussion chaired by Jillian van Turnhout with input from; Deputy Ivana 
Bacik (Labour), Senator Malcolm Byrne (Fianna Fáil), Senator Micheál Carrigy (Fine Gael), Deputy 
Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire (Sinn Féin), Senator Pauline O’Reilly (Green Party), Deputy Peadar Tóibín 
(Aontú). 

You can watch the full event here. 

The campaign has been calling for the inclusion of an individual complaints mechanism in the OSMR 
Bill and submitted to the expert group established by Minister Catherine Martin to consider this 
measure further. The Minister has received the report from the group, and we eagerly await the 
details – for more on our response and next steps for the campaign follow #123OnlineSafety online! 

Joint Oireachtas Committee: International Surrogacy 
  

 
  
In May, the Alliance were invited to present to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on International 
Surrogacy. The Alliance raised key issues around the need for the best interests of the child to be 

https://bit.ly/3yJyZ8v
https://bit.ly/3xVUrIR
https://www.childrensrights.ie/resources/childrens-rights-alliance-opening-0


central to any regimes adopted and the need for the child’s right to identity to be respected. 
You can read our submission here. 
  

  
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: 

The successor to Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures, the national children’s policy is currently in 
development by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. As part of this 
work the Children’s Rights Alliance will be holding consultations on behalf of the Department on what 
should be covered in the new strategy.  These thematic consultations will be held in the coming 
months so keep an eye on your emails for more information. 

 

 
 
Child Poverty Monitoring 
Since our last newsletter, the Alliance team has been hard at work on our new publication, a Child 
Poverty Monitor. This annual monitor will provide an analysis of statistical data, explore the causes of 
child poverty and report on the real experiences of children, young people and families experiencing 
poverty. Best practice examples and case studies will be a central feature of the Monitor as well as 
considering the impact of poverty on specific groups such as Traveller and Roma children, asylum 
seeking and refugee children, children with disabilities and those living in unsuitable accommodation.  
 
We held our first Advisory Group meeting with our members including; Association of Secondary 
Teachers of Ireland (ASTI), Barnardos, Childhood Development Initiative, Crosscare, Disability 
Federation of Ireland, Early Learning Initiative, Extern, Focus Ireland, Galway Traveller Movement, 
Pavee Point, Katharine Howard Foundation, Good Shepherd Cork, Society of St Vincent de Paul, One 
Family, Teachers Union of Ireland, Youth Work Ireland. 
 
If you are interested in hearing more about this work you can contact Naomi. 
 
Ukraine Briefings 
The Alliance has been engaged in advocacy on a national level on emerging issues for children and 
families arriving to Ireland from Ukraine. We have developed two advocacy papers, the first an initial 
response and the second putting forward the recommendations of our members in areas such as 
family support and appropriate accommodation. 
 
To date, we have held five member briefings and events on Ireland’s response to the ongoing crisis in 
Ukraine. These have included briefings from UNICEF Ireland, Tusla, and the National Coordinating 
Response Forum. We held a briefing on the international response with our colleagues at Eurochild 
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and more recently, held an important information briefing focusing on child protection with input 
from the UNHCR Ireland, Tusla and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth.  We have also held one member roundtable to discuss the pressing issues on the ground. 
 
The Children's Rights Alliance has commissioned Prof. Dympna Devine, Head of UCD School of 
Education, to conduct research on the educational needs for children in emergency situations, 
focusing on the education response needed for Ukrainian children and young people coming to 
Ireland. At our latest beefing we heard from Prof. Devine on the research and held a roundtable 
discussion on the issues on the ground. 
 
Coming soon! Thanks to funding from Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, we will be translating 
our Know Your Rights Guide into Ukrainian and Russian and will be available to download from 
our website. Our helpline team are also available to support members who are supporting Ukrainian 
families working in Ireland with any questions they have on children’s rights.  
 
Watch Back! Our CEO Tanya on RTE1 Prime Time 
 
       

 
 
In May, Minister for Education, Norma Foley announced the publication of the Review of Out of School 
Education Provision. The Review contains a number of commitments including to provide a framework 
of supports and services available to schools for students who are at risk of becoming disengaged 
from education. 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance has placed a heightened focus on the need to expand and fund out-of-
school education provision to ensure a child-centred approach to education by providing alternatives 
that are best suited to the individual child. Many of our members working in alternative education 
settings provide a safe haven for many children who have often times had very negative experiences 
in mainstream education. 
  

 
 
Membership: 
As an Alliance we are proud to use our collective voices to work together to make Ireland one of the 
best places in the world to be a child. We continue to warmly welcome new members and would love 
to hear from you if you are interested in joining. You can read more about membership benefits, see 
our full list of member organisations and read more on how to apply here. 
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Tusla Dialogue 
We have been delighted to continue our series of dialogue meetings between our members and Tusla, 
the Child and Family Agency . In May, the Alliance organised a follow up meeting with members on 
the issue of residential placements and the national out-of-hours service. In June, our members 
convened again on the development of specific outcomes for prevention and early intervention in 
family services and how this will be addressed in BOBF2.  A follow-up meeting on outcomes will be 
scheduled with Kate Duggan, Director of Services & Integration at Tusla later in the summer. 
 
If your organisation is a member of the Alliance and would like to participate in the next dialogue, 
please contact Ciara for further information.  
 
Member Consultations: 
Over the coming weeks, in addition to our usual member consultations, the Children’s Rights Alliance 
will be hosting a series of thematic consultations on three different key areas. 
  
These consultations will help inform the organisation on key areas (Traveller children, children with 
disabilities and, the environment) and will feed into key pieces of work such as: (1) Ireland's fifth 
periodic review under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child; (2) the development of the 
successor strategy to Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures: The National Policy Framework for Children 
and Young People (BOBF2) and (3) our work on child poverty and social exclusion. 
 
This is your opportunity as members to come together to discuss the key issues and determine what 
the Children's Rights Alliance needs to work on to change in these key areas. 
 
Upcoming: 

• Children with Disabilities - Tuesday 5th July from 2pm to 4pm 

• The Environment - Friday 8th July from 2pm to 4pm 

If you are interested in attending any of these consultations, please RSVP 
to Steven@childrensrights.ie and specify which consultation you would like to take part in. 
 
Community and Voluntary Pillar 
Through our membership of the Community and Voluntary Pillar and together with our member the 
National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI), we are a dedicated Social Partner representing the Children 
and Youth Sector. Through our membership of the Pillar, we were invited to attend the National 
Economic Dialogue in Dublin Castle. The Dialogue is an annual consultation which gives stakeholders 
the opportunity to discuss the economic and social priorities for the Government ahead of the Budget. 
 
We recently completed our one-year tenure as Pillar Secretariat and passed the baton to our friends 
in the Society of St. Vincent DePaul as they begin their role as Secretariat. During our tenure as 
Secretariat, we led in engagement with the Department on an Taoiseach and supported the wider 
work of the Pillar. We will continue to engage with government bilateral discussions and look forward 
to collaborating with all Pillar members on key sectoral issues. 
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We bid a sad farewell to Emma McKinley, our Head of Communications and Development. Over the 
past (almost!) 14 years, Emma made such an incredible contribution to the Alliance team across 
several different disciplines from membership and communications, to funding and development. She 
has been a great leader and colleague and we wish her the very best as she takes up her new role as 
Development Manager with Helium Arts!   
 
We are really delighted to share some exciting news about the development of the Alliance team as 
we embark on the implementation of our new strategic plan. Emma Archbold has been appointed as 
the Campaigns and Communications Director and will bring her stellar leadership and enthusiasm to 
her new role! Edel McDevitt takes up a new role as our Grants and Membership Development Officer 
and is looking forward to working together with both our wonderful funders and members. 
 
Children's Rights Alliance A.G.M. 
The Annual General Meeting of the Children’s Rights Alliance took place on Thursday 30 June. We 
were delighted to have the opportunity to thank you, our members, for your engagement and 
continued support of our work throughout the past year. It was fantastic to share some of the key 
impacts for our collective action on key areas and to introduce our new priority objectives with under 
our new Strategic Plan 2022-2025. 
 
You can read our Director's Report 2021 here 
 
Eurochild 
We are thrilled to share that Tanya Ward has been appointed Vice President of Eurochild. Tanya 
recently attended Eurochild's first in person meeting in over two years and is honoured to work with 
Eurochild Secretariat and Management Board to ensure that children's voices are heard by those in 
power. You can read more here   
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Children's Rights Alliance Helpline 

 

Our Helpline and Legal Advice Clinics provide legal information specifically on children's rights and free 
one to one legal advice. In addition to the contact details above, you can email the helpline 
team anytime at help@childrensrights.ie  
 

You can read our analysis of the key issues from our Helpline and Legal Advice Clinics in 
our Helpline Annual Report 2021 here. 
  

  

Jobs 
Women’s Aid – Project Co-ordinator (Maternity Cover) 
COPE Galway – Domestic Abuse Legal Development Officer 
National University of Ireland, Galway – Research Associate in Young People Engagement 
Anne Sullivan Centre – Residential Support Worker and Relief Positions 
 
Tenders 
Irish Penal Reform Trust – A Scoping Study on Maternal Imprisonment in Ireland 
 
Training 
Childhood Development Initiative – Restorative Practices Skills for Positive Classroom and School Norms 
 
Funding Opportunities 
Coca-Cola Thank You Fund 
Zendesk Tech for Good Fund 
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Non-Governmental 
MyMind – Free Counselling 
BabyFeeding Law Group Ireland – Marketing of breast-milk substitutes Status Report 2022 
Public Interest Law Alliance – Ukraine Legal Panel for Pro-Bono cases. Email pila@flac.ie. 
 
Governmental 
EU Child Guarantee National Action Plan  
Little Baby Bundle pilot  
Child Minder Development Grant 
Process to establish the Autism Innovation Strategy Oversign and Advisory Group  
€400 Recognition Payment for people who provide accommodation to those fleeing the war in Ukraine  
Additional funding to support European Year of Youth 2022 initiatives  
  

 

  
Visit us at childrensrights.ie 

RCN 20031909 
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