
Call for Tenders: Research on the development of a dedicated public health 

nurse service for children 

 

The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 140 members working together to make Ireland one of 

the best places in the world to be a child. 

Background 

The Children’s Rights Alliance are seeking to appoint an external research consultant to conduct 
research on the Public Health Nursing (PHN) service in Ireland. The research will focus on:  

• The impact on children of missing developmental checks due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the ongoing PHN shortages and the identification of measures to address this. 

• The progress made on the commitment contained in First 5 to develop a dedicated child 
health workforce. 

 
The Public Health Nursing service provides one-to-one support for parents of all babies and is seen 
as having a key role in ensuring that babies and young children have access to primary, preventative 
and specialist healthcare.1 Public health nurses play a critical role in advising and supporting parents 
and referring families to other interventions. They are a consistent point of contact for parents and 
children in the first 3 years of a child’s life and are an important link through to early childhood 
education and care services, particularly prevention and early intervention services.  

The whole of government strategy on children’s early years, First Five, commits to developing a 
dedicated public health nurse service for children.  The redeployment of staff during the pandemic 
has impacted on visits to and from PHNs particularly with regard to developmental screenings.  
While the national target for these screenings is 95 per cent of all babies, data from the HSE 
indicates that just over half of babies were receiving these checks during the pandemic. The 
continued shortage of PHNs staff means that the service has moved away from universal provision 
and targeted towards those most in need in a community.2 

 
Purpose of Research 

The research will: 

• determine to what degree the First 5 commitment to develop a dedicated child health 
workforce has been progressed;  

• assess the impact of a large group of children missing out on their developmental checks and 
propose solutions to address this; 

• make recommendations on how to implement the commitment to developing a dedicated 
child health workforce as contained in First 5 and Slaintecare. 
 

The research will be completed over a six-month period. 
 
Budget 

The Budget for this work is €7,500. The Consultant will be responsible for all tax, VAT and other 

associated liabilities.  

 

 
1 Government of Ireland First 5: A Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their families 2019-2028 

(Stationery Office 2018). 
2 pq-40444-22-denise-mitchell.pdf (hse.ie) 

https://www.hse.ie/eng/about/personalpq/pq/2022-pq-responses/july-2022/pq-40444-22-denise-mitchell.pdf


 

Evaluation Criteria 

Criteria % Weight 

Relevant experience 25 

Proposed outline of research and methodology with timelines 25 

Proposed budget / value for money 25 

Risk Assessment 25 

 Total 100 

 

How to apply 

Tenders should be submitted to Tanya Ward, Chief Executive jobs@childrensrights.ie  5pm on 

Wednesday 23 November 2022. For further information, please contact jobs@childrensrights.ie. 

The application should include information under the following headings: 

• Researcher profile including relevant experience  

• Proposed outline of research and methodology 

• Proposed budget inclusive of all costs. 

• Risk Assessment 

• Referees 

• Contact details 

The Children’s Rights Alliance work on early years is supported by the Community Foundation of 

Ireland, Eurochild and the Katharine Howard Foundation.    
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