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Children's Rights Alliance News 

Access to Justice: Children's Right to be Heard in Court: 3 November 2016 
This is a joint seminar hosted by the Children's Rights Alliance in association with The Bar of 
Ireland and the Family Lawyers Association of Ireland and will reflect on the current 
experiences of children in the Irish courts. Speakers and contributors include: Tom Costello, 
Chair, Children’s Rights Alliance; Dr. Carol Coulter, Director, Child Care Law Reporting 
Project;  Catríona Doherty BL, first Catherine McGuinness Fellow with the Children's Rights 
Alliance; Prof. Ursula Kilkelly, Dean of the School of Law at University College Cork; Paul 
McGarry SC, Chairman of the Council of The Bar of Ireland; and Judge Catherine 
McGuinness, former member of the Supreme Court of Ireland and Member of the Council 
of State. This event is now oversubscribed and there is a waiting list which you can sign up 
to here. 

The Ark and the Children's Rights Alliance: Seen & Heard: 21 Years for Children  
As both organisations turn 21 this year, The Ark and Children’s Rights Alliance are 
delighted to be teaming up to present a special public forum surveying the landscape of 
significant change for children in Ireland during the lifetime of both organisations. 
Entitled Seen & Heard: 21 Years for Children the forum will take place on Thursday 17 
November at The Ark in Eustace Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2. 
 
Innovating European Lawyers Training: 23 – 25 November 2016 
‘Innovating European Lawyers‘ is a European Commission project training lawyers to 
protect and promote the rights of children with mental disabilities. Its purpose is to advance 
the rights of children with mental disabilities to access and participate in judicial 
proceedings and other complaint mechanisms. The Children’s Rights Alliance, working with 
the Mental Disability Advocacy Center in Budapest, is the Irish partner organisation and is 
collaborating with the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission to deliver the training 
that will take place over three days from 23 – 25 November 2016. 
 

Legislative and Political Developments 
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Budget 2017 
Budget 2017 was announced on 11 October 2016. Importantly, it includes number of 
decisions to benefit and improve the lives of thousands of children and their families. A 
focus on childcare, expansion of medical cards for children in receipt of Domiciliary Care 
Allowance and investment in education means that children will benefit from Ireland’s 
continuing economic recovery. For more read our post budget analysis here and see our 
press release here. 
 
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Bill 
The Bill is a critical step towards protecting  children from grooming, exploitation and abuse. 
The legislation will combat the exploitation of boys and girls and will bring Ireland into line 
with a growing international trend and send out the message that Ireland is not a soft target 
for paedophiles, pimps and traffickers. The Bill provides certain protections for child 
witnesses giving evidence in court, including through the giving of evidence behind a 
screen. For more see our press release here. 
  
Public Health (Alcohol) Bill 
The Bill provides for, among other measures the introduction of minimum pricing for 
alcohol and restrictions in relation to the advertising and sponsorship of alcohol products. 
The Bill is currently before the Seanad. 
 

International Developments 

 
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child adopts a General Comment on ‘Public budgeting 
for the realization of children's rights' 
With the adoption of the General Comment, States will now have access to detailed 
guidance on how to implement UNCRC Article 4 and utilise public budgets to realise all 
children's rights, including the rights of the most excluded groups of children. It emphasises 
that States may not discriminate against any child or category of children through resource 
mobilisation, allocation or execution of public funds. In their budgetary decisions, States 
should consider all factors required for children of different ages to survive, grow and 
develop. The best interest of the child should be a primary consideration throughout the 
budgetary process. 
 
UN Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 
publishes new handbook 
The UN Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography, Ms Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, published a new handbook on 25 Years of 
Fighting the Sale and Sexual Exploitation of Children. The handbook is an overview of the 
UN’s mandate in this area, and details of the work undertaken during the past 25 years and 
outlines the ways in which to address the emerging challenges that are emerging. 
 
Brexit 
On 23 June 2016, the majority of voters in the UK voted to leave the European Union. The 
decision to leave could have serious implications for children’s rights in Ireland both north 
and south of the border. The Children’s Rights Alliance will be tracking developments for 
children’s rights over the coming months. We have been invited to participate in the All-
island Civic Dialogue on Brexit on Wednesday, 2 November 2016 that will be hosted by An 
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Taoiseach Enda Kenny TD and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Charlie Flanagan TD. 
For further information on the Dialogue see here. 
  
World Congress on Family Law and Children's Rights, Dublin / Ireland 4 - 7 June 2017 
The World Congress on Family Law and Children’s Rights will be held in Dublin in June 2017. 
It will bring together lawyers, judges, academics, politicians, NGOs and social scientists 
working in the areas of family law and child rights. The Congress has launched a call for 
papers for the event, see here for details. 
 

Employment Opportunities 

 Barnardos, various vacancies – various closing dates 

 Dublin Simon Community, various vacancies – various closing dates 

 Focus Ireland, various vacancies – various closing dates 

 Jigsaw, various vacancies – various closing dates 

 Eala Óg Childcare Centre: Project Leader – 4 Nov 2016 

 The Daughters of Charity Child and Family Service: Family Workers – Family 
Centre – 4 November 2016 

 Early Childhood Ireland, various vacancies – various closing dates 

Training Opportunities 

 Ag Eisteacht: various Courses – various dates 

 Barnardos: Autumn 2016 Public Training Events – various dates 

 Carmichael Centre: various Courses – various dates 

 Kimmage Development Studies Centre: various Courses – various dates 

 University of Geneva: Master of Advanced Studies in Children's Rights – deadline 
1 November 2016 

 Social Care Training Ireland:  various courses– various dates 

Recent Publications 

 
Non-governmental 

 Barnardos, The Key Person Approach: Positive Relationships with Children in the 
Early Years 

 Early Childhood Ireland, Doing the Sums; The Real Cost of Providing Childcare 

 End Violence Against Children, Global Partnership Strategy 2016-2020 

 European School Survey Project on Alcohol and Other Drugs, 2015 Report 
 Spunout.ie and Facebook Ireland, Think Before You Share 

 UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre, Lone Parents and Activation, What 
Works and Why: A Review of the International Evidence in the Irish Context 

Governmental  
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 Department of Health, Healthy Ireland Survey 2016 Summary Findings 

 Department of Health, Introducing a Tax on Sugar Sweetened Drinks Health 
Rationale, Options and Recommendations 

 Law Reform Commission, Report on Harmful Communications and Digital Safety 

 Tusla, Annual Report 2015 

Upcoming Events  

 Carmichael Centre, Public Lecture Series, various dates 

 Growing Up in Ireland, Research Conference 2016, 3 November 2016 

 Youth Work Ireland, Garda E-Vetting Information Seminars, various dates 

 The Professional, Regulatory and Disciplinary Bar Association of Ireland, 
Conference on the regulation of social workers, 12 November 2016 

 Women’s Aid, Best Practice in Woman and Child Protection in the Context of 
Domestic Violence, 16-17 November 2016  

 Barnardos, What’s the Harm? A child centred approach to domestic abuse, 5 
December 2016 
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