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WHO WE ARE
The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 members working 
together to make Ireland one of the best places in the world to  
be a child.

WHAT WE DO
We change the lives of all children in Ireland by making sure that their 
rights are respected and protected in our laws, policies and services. 

We identify problems for children. We develop solutions. We educate 
and provide information on children’s rights. We unite our members 
and put pressure on Government to put children first.

OUR RECORD OF SUCCESS
Our work has had a real impact for children in Ireland.  
This includes:

•  A referendum to strengthen children’s rights in the Constitution.

•  The establishment of Ireland’s first Ombudsman for Children.

•  Representing children at Social Partnership on the Community  
 and Voluntary Pillar.

•  A new practice of placing separated refugee children in safer  
 care settings.

•  An end to the detention of young boys in adult prisons.

•  A legal prohibition on the practice of female genital mutilation  
 in Ireland.
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The membership of the Children’s 
Rights Alliance has been one of its core 
strengths over these last five years.
This membership has been staunchly 
supportive of the various policy positions 
of the Alliance and has committed its 
limited resources to advocating for and 
on behalf of children’s rights. It is only 
through and with the members that the 
Children’s Rights Alliance has achieved 
so much.

I wish to thank the Chief Executive, 
Tanya Ward, and her dedicated and 
skilled team of staff for their hard work 
and commitment throughout 2014. 
In particular I wish to thank all of the 
voluntary Board members who have 
given of their time and effort selflessly: 
Áine Lynch, Michael McLoughlin, Fergus 
Finlay, Carmel Corrigan, Noreen Flynn, 
Jackie O’Callaghan, Pat Clarke, Michael 
Barron and Denise Charlton. 

I am extremely proud of the  
achievements of the Children’s Rights 
Alliance, not just in 2014 but indeed 
throughout the last seven years. As I 
step down as Chairman of the Alliance, 
I wish to congratulate Tom Costello on 
becoming Chairman and agreeing to 
take on this extremely fulfilling role. I 
have no doubt Tom’s commitment and 
dedication to advocating for children’s 
rights will be an important asset to the 
work of the Alliance.  

Foreword

Paul Gilligan 
Chairperson

On behalf of the Board of the Children’s 
Rights Alliance, it is my pleasure and 
privilege to present the 2014 Annual  
Report. That the Children’s Right Alliance 
is recognised as the leading advocate 
for children’s rights in Ireland is due to 
a number of factors, the foremost of 
which is the commitment and dedication 
of its staff and the exceptional advocacy 
work in which it engages.  

In 2014 we saw important developments 
across the entire spectrum of children’s 
rights. In particular, the publication of 
another heavy hitting Children’s Rights 
Alliance Annual Report Card tracking the 
Government’s commitments to children, 
the development of the Children and 
Family Relationship’s Bill, the signature/
ratification of the Communication’s 
Procedure to the UN Committee on  
the Rights of the Child by the Irish  
Government enabling children to make 
complaints directly to the UN.  

While the last five years has seen  
significant change for children’s rights 
within Ireland, much still needs to be 
achieved. The realisation of children’s 
rights still requires the full implementation 
of the constitutional amendment and 
of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child.  In addition there needs to be 
cross party commitment to adequately 
fund children’s welfare, child protection 
and child mental health services in 
particular.
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In 2014, we began an exciting  
consultation process with civil society 
groups to inform the writing of a report 
on the current state of children’s rights 
in Ireland. This report is to be submitted 
to the UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child in 2015, after which the Irish 
Government will be examined on its 
record for children.
 
We are also delighted with our Know 
Your Rights guide, launched in  
collaboration with our member  
organisation, the Irish Council for Civil 
Liberties. This important guide is written 
in plain English and provides accessible, 
readable information on children’s rights 
in a range of areas including health and 
education.
 
During 2014, we focused closely on 
strengthening our membership by way 
of a new strategy, with excellent results. 
Remember that you can still become a 
member of the Children’s Rights Alliance 
and join our national movement for 
children. We’d love to have you on board.
 
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to the 
Children’s Rights Alliance staff for their 
outstanding work in 2014. We have  
an incredibly engaged, committed  
and dynamic team that is recognised 
throughout our sector for its  
professionalism and ability. I would  
also like to thank the Children’s Rights 
Alliance Board and our members for 
their tremendous investment within the 
organisation. And to Paul Gilligan, our  
outgoing Chair, I would like to pay tribute 
to his wonderful leadership, guidance 
and support to me and our team.
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Introduction 

Tanya Ward 
Chief Executive

Welcome to the Children’s Rights 
Alliance Annual Review. In 2014, we 
continued to unite voices for children 
and are especially proud of our impacts.
 
Our Report Card, the annual flagship 
publication that tracks progress on 
children’s rights, awarded the  
Government an overall C grade. Not bad 
at first glance but on closer inspection,  
it really was a motley collection of 
grades. On one side, a positive A-grade 
was given for the Government’s efforts 
on Child Literacy. On the flipside, they 
received a pathetic F grade for Migrant 
Children, due to a complete lack of 
action in this area.
 
The Children and Family Relationships 
Act is a vital milestone to further  
children’s rights in the realm of family 
law. We helped to shape the scheme 
of the Bill – our recommendations on 
protecting the identity rights of children 
conceived through Assisted Human 
Reproduction were taken up directly by 
a parliamentary Oireachtas Committee 
and subsequently the Minister for Justice 
and Equality. The critical input of our 
members and their real life experiences 
with families were the basis for our 
recommendations. 
 
In September 2014, the Government 
made an important decision to ratify the 
Communications Procedure to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
Ireland is ahead of nearly every European 
country in making sure we signed up 
to this Protocol. Children in Ireland can 
now complain directly to the UN when 
their rights are not upheld and we are 
delighted that our advocacy work on 
the Protocol has paid off. 
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Aim 1: 
SHARED VISION

Bring About a Shared Vision that will
Realise and Defend Children’s Rights

Key Publications:

 • Understanding Children’s Rights:  
 Training Resource Pack 

 • Know Your Rights: The Rights  
 of Children and Young People 

Understanding Children’s Rights 
By providing bespoke, accessible training, we educate and mobilise 
people to bring children’s rights to the centre of their work. 

Our course was oversubscribed and 
involved 30 participants. Feedback was 
very positive with over 80% describing 
it as ‘good’ or ‘very good’. Almost 95% 
said that it met their expectations. 

This training programme was kindly 
subsidised by the UN Human Rights 
Council Legacy Project of the Irish 
Council for Civil Liberties. For more 
information, visit www.rightsnow.ie  
and www.iccl.ie.

We were also supported by the  
Ombudsman for Children’s Office which 
provided their excellent and child- 
friendly facilities for the programme.

Participants at the Understanding Children’s 
Rights training, October 2014

The Children’s Rights Alliance is a leading 
provider of children’s rights training in 
Ireland for the community and voluntary 
sector. Throughout the year we delivered 
training sessions on children’s rights to 
members, universities and stakeholders. 
Every training module we design is 
accessible, bespoke and individually 
devised for each group’s needs.

In October 2014, we delivered a two-day 
interactive training programme: ‘Under-
standing Children’s Rights: A Training 
Programme on Children’s Rights and  
Effective International Advocacy’. Including 
inputs from international and national 
experts on children’s rights, the  
programme introduced the concept of 
childhood, children’s rights and equipped 
participants with methodologies on how 
to use international mechanisms to 
address the needs of children. 

Dr Liam Thornton one of the Understanding
Children’s Rights trainers, October 2014
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Know Your Rights: 
The Rights of Children and Young People
Timely information, advice and intervention on children’s rights and 
entitlements can remove barriers, prevent children from being harmed, 
denied access to a service/opportunity or from being discriminated 
against. Our Know Your Rights information packs are designed to  
equip children and their families to learn about their rights. Tanya Ward, Children’s Rights Alliance; the 

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, James 
Reilly TD and Mark Kelly of the Irish Council for 
Civil Liberties at the Know Your Rights launch.

Funding Support for our Know 
Your Rights Project! 
 
Atlantic Philanthropies, Gay and Lesbian 
Equality Network, Public Interest Law  
Alliance (PILA), Pól Ó Murchú, St. Patrick’s 
Mental Health Services, Muriel Walls, the 
National Lottery Fund, the Department 
of the Environment, Community and 
Local Government’s Scheme to Support 
National Organisations.

 
In November 2014, the Children Rights 
Alliance, working together with the  
Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL),  
published the most comprehensive and 
up-to-date guide on children’s rights 
and entitlements. Written in plain English 
and approved by the National Adult 
Literacy Agency (NALA), the Guide  
addresses basic information gaps and 
sets out the legal rights and entitlements  
that children have including: equality 
and my decisions; right to education; 
right to health; right to protection from 
harm; your rights as a migrant and your 
right to justice; right to protection from 
harm; my rights in the family; my rights 
as a migrant; my rights in dealing with 
criminal law and the gardai and where 
can I go for help?

This was the product of two years of 
research, consultation with service  
providers, legal bodies and young people 
and was launched in November 2014  
by Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
Dr James Reilly TD. Our information 
pack will be rolled out in 2015 in a far- 
reaching Know Your Rights information 
campaign targeting second tier  
information givers, youth and youth-led 
organisations and festivals/events that 
are well attended by children, young 
people and families.

Aim 1: SHARED VISION

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ALLIANCE Annual Review 2014
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Government Decision Paves the Way for Children
to Complain Directly to the UN
Ireland signed and ratified the Communications Procedure to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child enabling children to complain 
directly to the UN when their rights are breached.
 

Aim 1: SHARED VISION
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Celebrating 25 years of 
the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child 

Comhairle na nÓg are child and youth 
councils in the 34 local authorities of 
the country, which give children and 
young people the opportunity to be 
involved in the development of local 
services and policies. 

A Comhairle na nÓg National Showcase 
2014 took place in Croke Park on 20 
November marking the 25th anniversary 
of the signing of the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Paul 
Gilligan, Chair of the Children’s Rights 
Alliance spoke at the event alongside 
the Taoiseach and Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs.

The Communications Procedure  
(Third Optional Protocol) establishes  
a complaints mechanism that allows  
those advocating on their behalf, such 
as parents or guardians, to submit a  
complaint directly to the UN Committee 
on the Rights of the Child. A complaint 
under the new mechanism can only 
be made after all legal routes in Ireland 
have been explored.

The Irish Government, well ahead of 
nearly every other European country, 
ratified the Protocol in September 2014. 
Not only providing a remedy for children 
in Ireland, the Government’s actions will 
encourage other countries around the 

world to ratify the Protocol. Children 
will be better protected, particularly in 
those countries that do not have any 
complaints or enforcement mechanisms 
on children’s rights. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance has been 
encouraging the Government to sign 
up to this Protocol since 2012 and we 
are delighted that both the Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs, Dr James 
Reilly TD, and Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Charlie Flanagan TD, moved so quickly 
on this.  

Children’s Rights Alliance Chief Executive Tanya Ward and Minister for Children and Youth Affairs  
James Reilly TD.
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“The law is a powerful tool. In many cases 
when children are treated unfairly, denied  
an opportunity or access to a service,  
there is a complaints mechanism or  
quasi-judicial body that can resolve  
the problem for the child.”
Dr. Geoffrey Shannon, Founding Patron, Children’s Rights Alliance
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Aim 2: 
IMPLEMENTATION

Monitor and Identify Gaps in the Protection  
of Children’s Rights and Improve the Effective  
Implementation of Law and Government Policies 

Key Publications:

 • Report Card 2014  

 • Briefing Note on UN Review of  
 Ireland’s Record on Children’s  
 Rights 

 • Children’s Rights Alliance  
 Submission on the Heads  
 of Aftercare Bill 2014

 • Submission to Seanad Eireann  
 on Ireland’s compliance with the  
 International Covenant on Civil  
 and Political Rights (ICCPR)

 • Submission for the UN Human  
 Rights Committee on Children’s  
 Issues in Ireland 

 • Briefing Note on the Optional  
 Protocol to the UN Convention  
 on the Rights of the Child 

Our annual flagship publication, the 
Report Card, is our unique tool for 
tracking Government progress on key 
children’s rights issues. Valued by 
Government, the Oireachtas and the 
media, the Report Card scrutinises how 
the Government is delivering on its own 
promises to children made in the  
Programme for Government (2011–2016).

The Government received an overall C 
in 2014, receiving ‘B’ grades in the areas 

of children’s constitutional rights,  
education and protection from abuse 
and neglect. This grade reflected solid 
progress in these areas with the  
establishment of the Child and Family 
Agency (Tusla) and continued redevelop- 
ment of Oberstown youth detention 
centre. However serious problems 
remained in mental health, the right 
to an adequate standard of living and 
protection from discrimination, leaving 
many children behind.

Report Card 2014 
The value of the Report Card lies in its ability to drive delivery of legal 
and policy commitments that change children’s lives for the better.

Lola and Tadhg at the launch of Report Card 2014 in Dublin, 25 February 2014. 
Picture: Naoise Culhane.
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Highest and Lowest Grades 2014

Child Literacy A-

School Buildings B+

Forum on Patronage and  
Pluralism in Primary Education 

B+

Child and Family Agency B+

Constitutional Rights B

Mental Health E

Child Poverty E-

Traveller Children  E

Migrant children  F

Social media played a critical role in 2014 
in driving traffic to the Report Card. Our 
handle and Report Card 2014 hashtag 
trended on the launch day and there 
were more than 1,500 downloads of 
Report Card 2014 over a four-day period.

Top of the Class in 2014

Top of the class is the Department  
of Education and Skills, under the 
direction of Minister Ruairí Quinn, 
gaining an A- grade for continued 
investment and roll-out of the national 
literacy and numeracy strategy.  
Additional wins for the department 
includes a B+ for continued capital 
investment in school buildings and 
another B+ for the conclusion of the 
work of the patronage forum and the 
development of a religion and ethics 
programme for schools. Sharing the 
top spot is former Minister for Children 
and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald 
TD, with a B+ each for the establish-
ment of the Child and Family Agency 
and the progress in developing the 
Oberstown youth detention campus.

Bottom of the Class  
in 2014

Bottom of the class is former Minister 
for Justice and Equality, Alan Shatter 
TD, with an F (a FAIL) for migrant  
children reflecting a failure to deal 
with families in direct provision, and to 
progress legislation to ensure children 
are not discriminated against because 
of their parents’ legal status. The 
Department of Justice and Equality 
did little better with an E grade for its 
failure to recognise Traveller ethnicity 
and the lack of clear social inclusion 
measures to deal with the marginalisa-
tion of Traveller children.

Environment, Community and Local Government
Comhshaol, Pobal agus Rialtas Áitiúil

Each year our research staff doggedly 
pursues sources that are authoritative 
and up-to-date to ensure we have a 
publication in which we can remain 
consistently proud. Chaired by Judge 
Catherine McGuinness, our external  
assessment panel grades the Report 
Card and adds invaluable credibility  
to the report. 

Report Card 2014 media coverage was 
unprecedented. RTÉ coverage of the 
launch was broadcast on the One News, 
Six One News and Nine News with the 
Report Card document uploaded onto 
the RTÉ website. Other broadcast cov-
erage included TV3 news, radio  
coverage on Newstalk, UTV Radio,  
RTÉ Drivetime, and local radio in Cork, 
Dublin, Limerick and Galway.  
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Bring the Voices of Irish Civil Society to the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child
Our report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child will 
be informed by civil society and will help deliver critical changes  
for children in Ireland.

In late 2014, we held nationwide  
consultations in Carlow, Limerick, 
Galway, Cork and Dublin and received 
36 written submissions highlighting key 
issues for children. 

Our Parallel Report will focus on:  
education, play and culture; health; 
disability; poverty; violence against 
children; civil rights and freedoms and 
‘special protection’, which concerns 
minorities, migrants and youth justice. 

Ireland’s children’s rights record will be 
under the spotlight of the UN Committee 
on the Rights of the Child for the third 
time in January 2016. Each time Ireland 
has appeared before the UN Committee, 
Ireland has committed to a major  
improvement for children such as  
establishing the Ombudsman for Children 
and holding a referendum to strengthen 
children’s rights. 

We are leading again on providing the 
Committee with a report on what’s 
happening on the ground for children 
in Ireland. Our ‘Parallel’ report, written 
in consultation with members and civil 
society, and a report by children and 
young people, will be submitted to the 
UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child in 2005. 

What’s next? 

 • A civil society report will be  
 submitted by the Children’s Rights  
 Alliance to the UN Committee on  
 the Rights of the Child in spring  
 2015

 • The Children’s Rights Alliance and  
 UNICEF Ireland will coordinate a  
 report from children and young  
 people for the UN Committee on  
 the Rights of the Child

 • The Children’s Rights Alliance will  
 lead a delegation and a group of  
 young people for a closed meeting  
 with the UN Committee in June  
 2015

 • The UN Committee will issue  
 a set of advance questions to the  
 Irish Government 

 • The Irish Government and a  
 coalition of groups will meet with  
 the UN Committee in January 2016

 • The UN Committee will make  
 recommendations to Ireland on  
 what needs to change for children

Young Irish people support the Convention on the Rights of the Child
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“During the years the balanced approach of 
the Children’s Rights Alliance in the Report 
Card process has been recognised by those 
who work in Departments such that public 
servants are now willing and helpful in  
providing the evidence necessary to make  
a proper assessment. An atmosphere of 
trust has grown such that there is no need 
for a defensive response on either side.  
This adds very much to the credibility  
of the evidence provided.”
Judge Catherine McGuinness, addressing Seanad Éireann on 19 June 2014  
and speaking on the Children’s Rights Alliance flagship Report Card project
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Aim 3: 
SECURING CHANGE

Reform of Family Law in Ireland 
– The Children and Family Relationships Bill 
The Children and Family Relationships Bill represents the most important
reform in private family law reform since the foundation of the State. 
The Children’s Rights Alliance worked with a Members’ Working Group 
to help shape the Bill in the best interests of children. 

Key Publications:

 • Submission on the Standardised  
 Packaging of Tobacco Bill 2013 

 • Initial Submission on the Children 
 and Family Relationships Bill  
 2014 to the Joint Committee  
 on Justice, Defence and Equality

 • Analysis of Budget 2015 and its  
 Impact on Children

 • Pre-Budget Submission to the  
 Department of Social Protection  
 2015

 • Submission to Department of  
 Health on the Provision of a GP  
 Service Without Fees for Children 
 under Six Years

 

In January 2014, the former Minister  
for Justice, Equality and Defence, Alan 
Shatter TD, published a Scheme of the 
Children and Family Relationships Bill. 
The Bill updates family law to take  
account of the changing diversity of 
families in Ireland and puts children at the 
heart of family law reform. In particular 
the legislation ensures that the best  
interests of children are a guiding  
principle for judges making decisions  
in custody, guardianship and access  
arrangements. It also brings legal certainty 

to children around their parentage and 
guardianship. 

The Oireachtas Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality in Spring 2014 
was asked by the Minister for Justice to 
conduct a consultation on the draft Bill. 
The Children’s Rights Alliance considered 
the Bill and the Committee’s consultation 
to be a key opportunity to address many 
gaps for the protection of children’s 
rights in the family law area. 

Secure Legislative and Policy Changes  
to Give Meaningful Effect to the UN  
Convention on the Rights of the Child

Tanya Ward speaking at the Children’s Rights Alliance Children and Family Relationships Bill 
information seminar on 10 April alongside Judge Catherine McGuinness; Alan Shatter TD, (then) 
Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence; Special Rapporteur on Child Protection, Dr Geoffrey  
Shannon;  Mánus de Barra of the Office of the Ombudsman for Children; and Dr. Deirdre Madden, 
Senior Lecturer in Law at University College Cork.

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ALLIANCE Annual Review 2014
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Our co-ordinated work had an amazing 
impact on the Bill. We were able to bring 
real life experiences from our front-line 
provider members to Government and 
parliament and achieve significant 
changes for children. The Oireachtas 
Committee on Justice, Equality and 
Defence took up our recommendations 
around protecting the identity rights 
of children who have been conceived 
through Assisted Human Reproduction. 

The Minister for Justice and Equality, 
Frances Fitzgerald, TD, subsequently 
published a second scheme of the  
Children and Family Relationships Bill 
which included a prohibition on  
anonymous gamete donations and  
the establishment of a national Donor- 
Conceived Persons’ Register. Upon 
reaching adulthood the existence of the 
Register will mean that donor-conceived 
persons will be able to obtain their  
genetic heritage. This development  
means that these children will not  
have to share the same pain that many 
adoptees have experienced in trying  
to uncover their genetic past. 

Children’s Rights Alliance Research and Projects Manager, Saoirse Brady presents to the Joint 
Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality on the General Scheme of the Children and Family 
Relationships Bill 2014.

Working Group on the Children 
Children and Family Relationships 
Bill – Key Activities
 
 • We mobilised a group of our  

 members to work together  
 including: Barnardos, Empowering  
 People in Care (EPIC), the Law  
 Centre for Children and Young  
 People (Ireland), Gay and Lesbian  
 Equality Network (GLEN), Irish  
 Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL),  
 Immigrant Council of Ireland, Irish  
 Association of Social Workers, Irish  
 Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
 to Children (ISPCC), Irish Refugee  
 Council, Marriage Equality, National  
 Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI),  
 One Family, Pavee Point, Treoir and  
 Youth Advocates Programme (YAP) 

 • We made a major submission to the  
 Oireachtas (Parliamentary)  
 Committee on Justice, Defence  
 and Equality in February 2014 

 • We were invited to present before  
 the Joint Oireachtas Committee  
 in April 2014 

 • We organised an information  
 seminar on the Scheme of the Bill  
 with keynote speeches from the  
 former Minister for Justice, Equality  
 and Defence, Alan Shatter, TD and  
 Dr Geoffrey Shannon, Special  
 Rapporteur on Children among  
 others. Over 150 people attended,  
 over 100 watched the event through 
 our live stream and it trended  
 several times on Twitter  

 • We organised briefings for our  
 members’ working group on the  
 impact of the Bill for children 

 • We submitted a joint paper in  
 December 2014 on the draft bill  
 for Government and Oireachtas  
 members  

 • We organised an information  
 briefing for Oireachtas members  
 with powerful inputs from our  
 members in December 2014
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Budget 2015   
Together with our members we discouraged the Government from 
attacking children in Budget 2015. Our analysis informed our members 
and stakeholders to understand how the Budget impacts on children. 

“This Budget won’t bring families onto  
the streets protesting but neither will  
they be celebrating just yet. The €5  
increase to Child Benefit is welcome  
but more action is needed to lift the  
1 in 10 children out of child poverty.” 
Tanya Ward, Chief Executive, Children’s Rights Alliance

Our Analysis of Budget 2015

Positives

 • No new cuts to social welfare  
 rates, income supports or services

 • Low income individuals are  
 exempt from the Universal Social  
 Charge

 • €26 million for the Child and  
 Family Agency (TUSLA)

 • €5 per month increase on the  
 Child Benefit payment

 • New Back to Work Family Dividend
 • Partial reinstatement of the  

 Christmas Bonus
 • €2 million for School Meals  

 Programme
 • 1,700 new teachers and Special  

 Educational Needs
 • Continued investment in the 

 Education Reform Agenda
 • Increased allocation for health  

 and mental health services
 • Over €20 million for the National  

 Children Detention Facility
 • Increased investment in housing
 • Price increases to discourage  

 smoking

Negatives

 • Positives offset by water charges  
 and rising rents

 • Pledged mental health budget  
 not restored

 • Reduction in the capitation for  
 schools

 • No increase in the excise duty  
 on alcohol

The Budget outlines the Government’s 
proposed revenues and spending for the 
financial year. Each year the Children’s 
Rights Alliance dives into the detail of 
the Budget by producing a budgetary 
analysis for our members and stake-
holders to better explain how national 
resources are spent on children. 

In the run up to Budget 2015 the  
Children’s Rights Alliance engaged in a 
highly effective and sustained campaign 
to discourage the Government from 
making budgetary attacks on children 
and families. The Alliance made a pre-
budget submissions to the Department 
of Social Protection and engaged in 
advocacy through social partnership. 
The use of this multi-pronged approach 
paid dividends with no new cuts to 
social welfare rates, income supports or 
services being announced and a number 
of key spending announcements being 

made which will have a direct effect on 
the lives of children and young people. 

Within a week of the Budget being  
announced, the Children’s Rights  
Alliance issued its hotly anticipated  
in-depth post-budget analysis providing 
a detailed overview of the budgetary 
spend on children. This analysis high-
lighted the positives and negatives,  
informing our members and stakeholders 
to better understand the actual impact 
on children. 
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Our Role as a Social 
Partner
As a dedicated Social Partner, 
we bring children’s issues to this 
unique form of engagement with 
Government.

The Children’s Rights Alliance is a  
nominated Social Partner on the  
Community and Voluntary Pillar. This 
allows us to give a children’s rights  
perspective to engagement with  
Government Departments on a range  
of issues, most notably budgetary 
issues. We attended a number of 
bi-laterals throughout the year with the 
Department of Education and Skills; the 
Department of Social Protection and 
the Department of the Environment, 
Community and Local Government. 
The Pillar had a direct pre-budget  
meeting with Ministers Noonan and 
Howlin from Department of Finance and 
the Department of Public Expenditure 
Reform in September. These meetings 
allowed us to raise important issues 
arising under Report Card 2014, ensuring 
that our calls for action are heard at 
the highest levels of Government and 
across a range of departments. 

In April 2014, the Government published 
Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures 
which is the first overarching national
policy framework for children and young 
people (aged 0-24 years). The purpose 
of the framework is to coordinate policy 
across Government to achieve better 
outcomes for children. The Children’s 
Rights Alliance has invested a consider-
able amount of effort into development 
of the Framework through our member- 
ship of a National Advisory Council 
and by seconding its Legal and Policy 
Director, Maria Corbett, to work on the 
Framework for several weeks in 2013. 

In summer 2014, the Children’s Rights 
Alliance was asked to nominate three 
individuals from the membership by 
the Department of Children and Youth 
Affairs to a National Advisory Council 
to advise the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs on the implementation 
of the Framework. We, alongside the 
ISPCC and One Family, are on the 
Council together with many other 
members.

We are proud that the Framework  
delivers many innovative and far-reaching 
commitments for children and we will 
be working hard to make sure that they 
are delivered in the coming years. 

Some key human rights 
commitments for children 

 • Reduce discrimination and  
 intolerance of all types experienced  
 by marginalised people  

 • Ensure the ethos, policies and  
 practices of Government institutions 
 and state-funded services promote  
 equal treatment and interculturalism 
 and have measures to protect  
 against and remedy all forms of  
 discrimination 

 • Ensure that Ireland’s laws, policies  
 and practice are compliant with  
 the principles and provisions of the  
 UN Convention on the Rights of  
 the Child and its Protocols  

 • Provide children with access to  
 a remedy if there is a breach of  
 their rights and promote knowledge 
 of the Ombudsman for Children’s  
 Office and the Equality Tribunal 

You can learn more about these  
commitments by visiting the  
Department of Children and Youth  
Affairs website www.dcya.gov.ie 

Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures National Policy 
Framework for Children and Young People
We helped inform the most important national policy for children and 
young people in Ireland by working directly with our Government and 
our members. 
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Standarised Packaging of Cigarettes
We supported a campaign to introduce plain packaging 
for cigarettes that will help stop children from smoking.

“The longer we can 
delay a person having 
a first cigarette, the 
better chance we 
have of ensuring 
they never do it.” 
Children’s Rights Alliance Chair, 
Paul Gilligan at the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Health and Children, 
2014

Working Group on the 
Protection Process and 
Direct Provision 
We represented the interests 
of children on the Government 
appointed Working Group on  
the Protection Process and Direct 
Provision. 

The treatment of asylum seekers in  
Ireland, including asylum seeking  
children, has been the criticised by nearly 
every UN human rights committee, the 
Special Rapporteur for Children, the Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission, 
NGOs and faith leaders. It has also 
been the subject of many High Court 
challenges. 

The Minister for Justice and Equality, 
Frances Fitzgerald TD and Minister for 
State, Aodhan O’Riordan, TD, established 
a Working Group to examine proposals 
for improving the protection process 
and direct provision system in November 
2014. The Children’s Rights Alliance  
was appointed as the sole children’s 
representative on the Working Group 
along with several other civil society  
organisations. The Working Group’s  
report will be published in 2015 and 
represents the most important  
opportunity to deliver critical changes 
for protection seekers in Ireland. 

Paul Gilligan, Alliance Chairperson speaks to the Joint Committee on Health and Children

In 2014 we continued to work with the 
Irish Heart Foundation, the Irish Cancer 
Society and a coalition of children’s 
charities to support the Government’s 
plans to standardise cigarette packets 
to stop children from smoking. This was 
an incredibly successful initiative in that 
the former Minister for Health, Dr James 
Reilly TD, introduced the Public Health 
(Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) 
Bill 2014 was published. The legislation 
is innovative and introduces plain 
packaging for cigarettes and tobacco 
products with very prominent health 
warnings. Making the packaging ugly 
will discourage children from smoking. 
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We commissioned an independent mid-term evaluation of our progress under our Strategic Plan in 2014.  
This is what some of our informants and members had to say about us! 

“The Alliance is one of the most credible  
organisations that we can talk to on children’
External Informant 

“The Alliance is a diplomatic watchdog”, 
Member Organisation

“Is the Alliance influential? In a word – yes’ 
External Informant

“They have brought the whole area of  
children’s rights to the fore and don’t do it  
in an adversarial way, they bring people with 
them” 
External Informant

“The calibre of their people is excellent –  
always available and willing to discuss” 
External Informant
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Aim 4: 
BUILDING INTERNAL 
CAPACITY

Key Publications:

 • Annual Review 2013

 • Two newsletters 

 • Weekly Oireachtas Monitors 

 • Information E-Bulletins for  
 Members and Friends 

Impactful Communications 

We worked with Richards Dee and Point 
Blank to develop a new and responsive 
frontend to the website. We now have a 
website that loads faster, looks cleaner 
and works well on mobile devices. The 
impact this has had on traffic has been 
extraordinary. From September 2014, 
we have seen average monthly visitor 
figures jump from 6,000–7,000 to 
7,000–11,000.

Website: We had 78,353 users visit the 
website in 2014. This is a 20% increase on 
2013. Almost 45% of traffic in 2014 was 
generated in the last four months alone.

Social media: About 2,200 new followers 
on Twitter (total end 2014 approx. 6,500) 
and 385 new Facebook page likes (total 
end 2014 approx. 4,730) 

Press releases: 18 press releases issued 
in 2014

Radio and television: At least 160 
broadsheet, tabloid, regional and online 
newspaper mentions in 2014. Television 
and radio interviews included: RTÉ Radio 
1 Morning Ireland, RTÉ Radio 1 Drivetime, 
RTÉ Radio 1 Today with Sean O’Rourke, 
RTÉ Morning Edition, RTÉ Television 
News, TV3 Ireland AM, Today FM, New-
stalk and numerous regional stations.

Ensure the Children’s Rights Alliance 
has the Internal Capacity to Fulfil  
its Strategic Aims

2014 was one of the most impactful 
years for the Children’s Rights Alliance 
in terms of media coverage. We secured 
sustained broadcast, online and print 
media interest throughout the year, 
particularly at the time of the launch 
of the Child and Family Agency, our 
Report Card 2014 launch, our corporal 
punishment campaign and the Mother 
and Baby Homes investigation.

After our successful rebrand work in 
2013, we set about revamping our  
website in 2014. 

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS ALLIANCE Annual Review 2014
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Building a Sustainable Organisation 

The Children’s Rights Alliance has  
succeeded in diversifying its funding base 
in a short period of time with an income 
coming from a wide range of sources. 

Atlantic Philanthropies has been a 
champion of the Children’s Rights 
Alliance through its Children and Youth 
Programme. Atlantic made a three-year 
investment from 2014–2016 and this 
included a capital grant to help the  
Children’s Rights Alliance find a  
permanent home for the organisation 
and help found a Centre for Children’s 
Rights. We were delighted to receive 
€252,000 from Atlantic for our work in 
2014.

The Children’s Rights Alliance retained 
its core grants from the Department of 
Environment, Community and Local 
Affairs under the new Scheme to Support 
National Organisations (SSNO) and for 
our role in representing children’s issues 
on Social Partnership. We also secured  
a grant from the Department of Children 
and Youth Affairs for compiling a civil 
society report for the UN Committee  
on the Rights of the Child and running  
a national consultation. In total we 
received €110,480 from government 
grants.

We also raised a further €134,758 
(excluding membership, see below) for 
other projects, training, consultancy and 
donations. This was a huge achievement 
for us particularly since this was the first 
year that the Alliance was not in receipt 
of a grant from the One Foundation 
which finished its programme in 2013. 

Being a strong independent voice for 
children is critical for the Children’s 
Rights Alliance. Membership income 
is an important way to guarantee that 
independence. Members pay a fee 
ranging from €70 for an income under 
€50,000 to €1,000 for an income over 
€2 million. Thanks to our many members, 
our membership income increased from 
€24,731 in 2013 to €27,858 in 2014.

Our Promise to Children’s Rights Alliance 
Supporters 

The Children’s Rights Alliance is fully signed up to the Statement of Guiding 
Principles for Fundraising drawn up by the Irish Charities Tax Research Ltd. 
(www.ictr.ie). 

You can read our Donor Charter and Public Compliance Statement on our 
website under ‘Our Promise to Alliance Supporters’.  
Go to www.childrensrights.ie 

Thanks to our funders 
Our work for children could not happen  
without the support of our funders.  
We thank you for your continued support  
and belief in the Children’s Rights Alliance.
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Robust Governance

Structure 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a  
company limited by guarantee and does 
not have a share capital. It is governed 
by a Memorandum and Articles of  
Association, which were last amended 
at our AGM on 28 May 2013. 

Board
The Children’s Rights Alliance is governed 
by members of the Board of Directors 
who are elected by the members.  
Potential Board members are nominated 
by members and elected by secret ballot 
at AGMs. At every AGM one-third of the 
Board must retire or stand for re-election. 
There is a bar on former Chief Executives 
serving on the Board of Directors. There 
are two positions on the Board where 
an individual can be co-opted to fill a 
skills gap for a one-year period. They 
are reappointed at each AGM.

Board members serve as non-executive 
directors and do not receive any  
remuneration for their work. The Board 
meets at least six times a year and 
is responsible for all business of the 
organisation, while the day-to-day 
management is delegated to the Chief 
Executive and the Children’s Rights 
Alliance staff team. 

Newly elected Board Member Michael Barron of BelonG
To, Ian Power of Spunout and Mina Walsh of Saint Nicholas 
Montessori College Ireland at the Children’s Rights Alliance 
AGM 2014

Board Members  Meeting Attendance

Paul Gilligan Chair   7/7

Aine Lynch Treasurer (elected in July, retired as Vice-Chair in July) 7/7

Noreen Flynn  4/7

Fergus Finlay (re-elected in May 2014) 4/7

Jackie O’Callaghan  5/7

Michael Barron (elected in May 2014 ) 3/3

Denise Charlton (elected in May 2014) 2/3 

Carmel Corrigan   3/7

Michael McLoughlin Treasurer (retired in May 2014) 3/4

Pat Clarke (retired in September 2014) 6/6

Caroline O’Sullivan (retired in May 2014) 3/4

Tom Costello (co-opted in August 2014 elected Vice-Chair August) 1/3

Staff in Regular Attendance

Chief Executive   7/7
Office and Finance Manager   7/7
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Paul Gilligan, Minister for Children & Youth Affairs, 
Charlie Flanagan TD & Tanya Ward, Children’s Rights 
Alliance at the 2014 AGM

The Children’s Rights Alliance is working 
towards adopting the Governance 
Code for the Community, Voluntary and 
Charitable Sector in Ireland in 2015.

The Board is supported by a committee structure which deals with specific  
aspects of the company’s business. There were two standing committees in 2014:

 
Audit Committee
 
This Committee is responsible 
for the effective review and  
monitoring of financial risks;  
reliable management and  
financial reporting; ensuring 
compliance with laws/regulations; 
and maintenance of an effective 
and efficient audit. The Audit 
Committee meets four times  
a year in advance of Board 
meetings. 

 
Members
 
Michael McLoughlin Treasurer  
[and Audit Committee Chair], to May 2014
Aine Lynch Treasurer  
[and Audit Committee Chair], from June 2014
Pat Clarke  
Board Member, to September 2014
Denise Charlton  
Board Member, from September 2014
Paula Doherty  
Independent Member, to September 2014
 
Staff in attendance
Chief Executive 
Office and Finance Manager 

 
Remuneration Committee 
 
This Committee meets at least 
once a year to set and review  
all staff salaries and pensions.

 
Members 
 
Paul Gilligan Chair  
Aine Lynch Vice Chair to May 2014  
Treasurer from July 2014
Michael McLoughlin Treasurer to May 2014
Tom Costello Elected Vice-Chair in August 2014
 
[the Audit Committee Chair also chairs this 
committee]

Staff in attendance 
Chief Executive  

Olive Ring of the NYCI, Children’s Rights Alliance Information 
Officer, Ken Reid and Legal & Policy Director, Maria Corbett  
at the 2014 AGM
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Finance 

The management accounts are prepared 
in the Children’s Rights Alliance by  
appropriate personnel with the necessary 
expertise and in accordance with best 
practice. In 2013, the Board adopted  
a Financial and Internal Controls Policy 
and the accounts are prepared in  
accordance with this policy. 

The audited accounts are prepared in 
accordance with requirements under 
the Companies Acts 1963 to 2013 and 
the UK Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP), which is considered  
international best practice. The Children’s 
Rights Alliance latest audited accounts 
are available on the Alliance website. 
The 2014 audited accounts also include 
the salary scales for staff within the 
organisation.

Financial Overview 

Income and Expenditure for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

Financial Overview 2014 2013

Income €753,299 €802,826

Expenditure €802,253 €746,107

Net Incoming (Outgoing) Resources for Year (€48,954) €56,719

Total funds carried forward at end of year €428,182 €477,136

Children’s Rights Alliance 
Membership Benefits 

By joining the Children’s Rights 
Alliance, members can: 

 • Be part of a well-recognised  
 national voice that is led by its  
 members and works collectively  
 to achieve real change for children 

 • Inform our research, shape our  
 policy and set our agenda

 • Receive our information updates,  
 newsletters and weekly Oireachtas/ 
 parliamentary monitor detailing  
 what is happening for children

 • Access to our expertise,  
 networking opportunities and  
 training on children’s rights

Auditors

The annual audit of the Children’s 
Rights Alliance was undertaken by 
Fielding Flynn Associates Chartered 
Accountants.

Membership 

The size and diversity of our member-
ship gives the Children’s Rights Alliance 
its credibility, its mandate and its voice 
for children. Our members are integral 
to our work, informing our advocacy 
and helping us bridge the gap between 
the reality on the ground and the under- 
standing of policy makers at national 
level. In 2013 we adopted a new  
membership strategy in order to help 
guide the development of the Children’s 
Rights Alliance membership. 

From time-to-time, informal working 
groups of members and stakeholders are 
established to work on specific issues. 
In 2014, the Children’s Rights Alliance 
formed a working group involving a  
diverse range of representatives to guide 
its work on the Children and Family 
Relationships Bill.



Law Centre for Children and 
Young People is an innovative,  
independent human rights NGO  
dedicated to improving access to justice 
for children and young people, especially 
those experiencing disadvantage and 
social exclusion. It aims to advance 
children’s rights in Ireland through  
enhanced use of the law and reform  
of the legal system.  

Special Needs Parents Association 
was set up in 2010 to provide support 
and information to all parents of persons 
with special needs and disabilities 
irrespective of age or diagnosis, by 
promoting on a national level, improved 
treatment, education, welfare and  
acceptance for children. 

Cork Life Centre is a voluntary  
organisation that offers a second chance 
at education to early-school leavers 
between the ages of 12–18 who for 
various reasons have not thrived in  
a mainstream educational setting. The 
centre and its staff offer our students 1:1 
tuition in the core Junior and Leaving 
Cert subjects and support them in their 
preparation for these state exams. 

Irish Primary Principals Network 
provides all school leaders with a 
continuum of high quality personal and 
professional development, support,  
advice and guidance in order to  
maximise the learning outcomes of 
every child. They promote congeniality, 
dialogue, debate and the sharing of best 
practice throughout the network of 
school leaders. 

The Guardian Children’s Project 
provides support services for children 
and young people including counselling 
and psychotherapy; peer support  
programmes via Rainbows; access  
facility and workshops. They also  
provide a family mediation service. They 
have a centre in Wicklow and intend to 
expand nationally.

Ag Eisteacht provides accredited, 
evaluated, evidence-based training for 
those working with individuals, families, 
communities and organisations. They 
focus is on early intervention and 
opportunities to support and empower 
individuals, thus enhancing relational, 
family and child wellbeing.

ASH Ireland was established in 1992 
and is widely recognised as Ireland’s 
leading anti-tobacco advocacy  
organisation. ASH Ireland is driven by  
a small executive supported by an 
experienced board of medical, legal, 
environmental and NGO personnel.

Dental Health Foundation (DHF), is a 
charitable trust with the aim of improving 
the oral health of the Irish people. It has 
has emerged as a unifying voice in the 
field of oral health promotion.

Independent Hospital Association 
of Ireland (HAI) is the representative 
body for the independent hospital  
sector in Ireland, which comprises almost 
one-third of the country’s hospitals.

New Members
We welcomed fourteen new full 
members in 2014, increasing our 
membership to 112 by the end of 
December 2014. 

Atheist Ireland promote atheism,  
reason and an ethical secular state based 
on human rights, equality before the 
law and freedom from discrimination.

Alliance against Cutbacks in  
Education aims to stop the attacks on 
children with special educational needs. 
They support the enactment of EPSEN, 
a rights based approach to children with 
special educational needs.

Healthy Food for All is an all-island 
charity addressing food poverty by  
promoting access, availability and 
affordability of healthy food for low-in-
come groups. 

Institute of Guidance Counsellors 
is the professional body representing 
over 1,200 practitioners in second 
level schools, third level colleges, adult 
guidance services, private practice and 
in other settings. 

Irish Heart Foundation is the nation-
al charity dedicated to fighting heart  
disease and stroke. Today in Ireland more 
people die from heart and stroke-related 
illness than from any other cause of 
death – the Irish Heart Foundation works 
to bring hope, relief and a brighter future 
to families all over Ireland. 
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Oireachtas Monitor
We publish a weekly Oireachtas 
Monitor for members, providing 
a round-up of children’s issues 
discussed in the Oireachtas/ 
parliament.

This unique publication is produced by 
Ken Reid, our Information Officer and  
is disseminated by email to members. 

The updates include debates, written and 
oral questions and Committee sessions 
that have taken place in the previous 
week. Members have consistently  
rated the monitor as the most useful  
publication developed by Alliance staff.

Information Support
The Children’s Rights Alliance 
receives a high number of queries 
from our members, statutory  
organisations and the public. 

We do our best to provide a  
comprehensive referral service to all 
and especially to those callers who are 
in vulnerable situations. These inquiries 
also help to keep us informed of the 
key issues of concern to parents and 
children.

2014 did not differ significantly from 
previous years in that the greatest number 
of inquiries related to the welfare of 
children from chaotic family environments, 
many of whom are in care. Issues  
impacting on children’s wellbeing in such 
situations include housing, social welfare 
issues, neglect and substance misuse, 
as well as poor interaction with statutory 
agencies. Numerous inquiries were also 
made about children in family law settings, 
and the issues around child access and 
the voice or opinion of the child. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance responded to 203 inquiries in 2014,  
a 25% increase on 2013. 
The categories were as follows: 

General rights/ 
information requests  
[51]

These related to general information on the rights 
of children and adult/parental responsibilities  
to safeguard these rights; the role of the UN  
Convention on the Rights of the Child in Irish  
law and policy; accessing services for children;  
children in the media; children’s privacy; youth 
justice issues; social welfare issues and general 
requests for documents and leaflets.

Child Welfare and  
Children in Care  
[58]

Concerns about children’s welfare and wellbeing. 
Issues include: parental substance misuse,  
housing issues, social welfare issues and negative 
interactions with the HSE/social workers in care/
fostering arrangements. 

Child Protection Referrals 
[17]

Third party referrals to the HSE regarding child 
protection allegations or concerns. 

Family Law and Children  
[29]

Issues regarding parental access, voice of the  
child in family law settings, poor interactions  
with the judiciary, parental mental health issues,  
maintenance and mediation. 

Education  
[25]

Suspension/expulsion; poor interaction with Board 
of Management/teacher/principal; lack of clarity 
regarding schools’ procedures and policies; dis- 
crimination, educational provision for children with 
disabilities and Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASDs). 

Asylum and immigration  
[9]

Issues around citizenship; visa issues; access to 
education; maintenance and social welfare. 

Health  
[14]

Issues around access to health services and health 
assessments, mental health, and patients’ rights.  
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Our People  

The Children’s Rights Alliance benefits 
from a dynamic, expert and committed 
team of individuals. In 2014, we also 
gained from the invaluable support of 
several interns including: Anna Carnegie, 
Nikaela Rusk, Lauren Flanagan (UNCRC 
Intern), Amanda Halpin, Ciaran Finlay 
(ICESCR Shadow Report), Nicola O’Brien 
(Carlow IT), Carlie Ruhlman (University 
of Tulsa) and Andrew Branagan  
(Secondary School Student via Future 
Voices). We greatly appreciate their time 
and commitment!

Children’s Rights Alliance Staff
(as at December 2014)
Tanya Ward
Chief Executive

Legal and Policy Team
Maria Corbett  
Legal & Policy Director 
Deputy Chief Executive
Edel Quinn
Senior Legal & Policy Officer
Saoirse Brady
Know Your Rights Manager

Communications & Development 
Team 
Emma McKinley
Communications & Development  
Manager (on Maternity Leave)
Julie Ahern
Membership Development Officer
Ken Reid
Information Officer

Administration
Patricia Hoey
Office & Finance Manager

Promoting Children and 
Young People Externally 
The Children’s Rights Alliance 
promoted the rights of children by 
participating and being represented 
on the following entities during 
2014. 

International

 • Eurochild 

Government / Statutory 

 • Working Group on the Protection  
 Process and Direct Provision  
 System

 • Advisory Council for the  
 implementation of Better  
 Outcomes, Brighter Futures 

 • Community and Voluntary Pillar,  
 Social Partnership 

 • Department of Foreign Affairs  
 NGO Standing Committee on  
 Human Rights

 • Ryan Report Implementation Plan  
 Monitoring Group 

Non-Governmental 
Organisations 

 • Children’s Mental Health Coalition
 • Child Care Law Reporting Project  

 Advisory Board
 • End Child Poverty Coalition 
 • Equality and Rights Alliance  
 • ESC Rights Initiative led by  

 Amnesty International 
 • Health and Children’s Charities  

 Standardised Packaging Alliance
 • Prevention and Early Intervention  

 Network 
 • Saving Childhood Ryan Group
 • Turn Off the Red Light led by the  

 Immigrant Council of Ireland 
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Founding Patron for the
Children’s Rights Alliance 

We were honoured in the Children’s 
Rights Alliance to have Dr Geoffrey 
Shannon appointed as the Founding 
Patron of the Children’s Rights Alliance 
in 2014. Dr Shannon is the Special  
Rapporteur on Child Protection and Chair 
of the Adoption Authority. He is also  
one of the leading authorities on child 
law and children’s rights in Ireland. As 
Founding Patron, Dr Shannon will bring 
his knowledge and experience to support 
and inspire the Children’s Rights Alliance.

Dr Geoffrey Shannon

Catherine McGuinness 
Fellowship

In 2014, the Children’s Rights Alliance, 
in partnership with the Bar Council  
of Ireland and the Family Lawyers 
Association of Ireland, established the 
Catherine McGuinness Fellowship. The 
Programme was designed to offer an 
exciting opportunity to newly qualified  
barristers to work as part of the Alliance’s 
Legal and Policy Team.

Named after one of Ireland’s greatest 
children’s champions, Judge Catherine 
McGuinness, the Programme was 
launched in November 2014 by the 
Chief Justice of Ireland, the Honourable 
Mrs Justice Susan Denham in the Law 
Library. The Chief Justice delivered 
an incredible lecture on the impact of 
Judge McGuiness in legal and political 
life for children. The launch attracted 
tremendous coverage in all broadsheets 
and Judge McGuinness was interviewed 
on her achievements by Dearbhail  
McDonald on Newstalk’s Pat Kenny 
Show and on RTÉ’s Miriam Meets.

Judge Catherine McGuinness and the Chief 
Justice at the Fellowship Programme Launch

Representatives from the Irish Family Law 
Association and the Bar Council with  
Judge McGuinness and the Chief Justice





GET INVOLVED 
Follow us
@ChildRightsIRL 

Like us 
www.facebook.com/childrensrightsalliance

Watch us 
www.youtube.com/user/cradub 

7 Red Cow Lane, 
Smithfield, Dublin 7, 
Ireland

Tel: +353 1 662 9400
Email: info@childrensrights.ie

www.childrensrights.ie  


