
    

 
 

Budget 2017 

What does it mean for Children and Young People? 

The Children’s Rights Alliance has summarised Budget 2017 from a children and 
young person’s perspective. 
 
Importantly, it includes number of decisions to benefit and improve the lives of 
thousands of children and their families. A focus on childcare, expansion of 
Medical Cards for children in receipt of Domiciliary Care Allowance and investment 
in education means that children will benefit from Ireland’s continuing economic 
recovery. 
 
For our reaction see our press release here or check out our twitter feed which will 
be updated with Budget reaction throughout the coming days. 

 

Children and Youth Affairs  

The total Budget allocated to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs for 
2017 is €1.3 billion, an increase of €173 million. 
 
Our response:  
Quality childcare is one of the most important early interventions we can make in a 
child’s life, so today’s announcement of a new affordable childcare scheme is a 
welcome development. Children’s participation in high-quality and affordable 
childcare settings supports positive child development; assists with social skills and 
helps children learn how to learn. The Budget also carries €14.5 million for non-
contact time to deliver the quality aspect of the free pre-school year. This is very 
welcome because we know that children only benefit from quality provision. The 
increase to Tusla's budget will allow for a number of key advancements in their 
areas of work, including recruitment of social workers, responding to abuse and 
implementing legislation for children. 

Expenditure measures announced include:  

 Allocation of €466 million for Early Years / Childcare. This will include:  
o The introduction of a Single Affordable Childcare Scheme This will 

replace existing childcare subsidisation schemes (excluding the 
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free pre-school scheme) with a single, streamlined scheme from 
September 2017. Parents will qualify for a targeted subsidy based 
on their net income. The highest levels of subsidy will be provided 
to those on the lowest incomes, approx. €8,000 a year based on 
the maximum of 40-hours childcare a week. 

o The introduction of a universal measure for parents of children 
aged from 6 months to three years, whereby from September 
2017 a universal subsidy of up to €80 per month will be provided 
towards childcare costs . This equates to over €900 per annum for 
parents working full time and will be paid pro-rata. This will be 
payable to childcare services registered with Tusla (this includes a 
small number of child-minders). 

o Further roll out of the Early Childhood Care and Education Scheme 
(ECCE) which has been expanded from this September to cover all 
children from age three until they start in school.  

o €14.5 million will be invested in Early Years services in 2017 to 
acknowledge the non-contact time required to deliver high quality 
services. 

 Tusla, the Child and Family Agency is receiving €713 million an increase of 
€37 million. 

 An additional €5.5 million for youth work programmes. 
 Funding to maintain all area based approach (ABC) sites in 2017. 
 Increased allocations to fulfil operational roles and statutory duties of the 

Office of the Ombudsman for Children and the Adoption Authority of 
Ireland. 

 

Education  

The total Education budget for 2017 will be €9.53 billion, in excess of 16 per cent of 
total spending and increase of €458 million (5.1%). 
 
Our response:  
This year has seen a strong investment in all stages of education. Additional staffing 
will mean children get a better quality of education, and the focus on SNAs and 
resource teachers will give added support to those who need it. The €5 million 
allocated to the new Action Plan for Disadvantaged Schools is particularly welcome 
and we look forward to seeing its impact. 

Expenditure measures announced include:  

 2,500 additional posts in schools (2,400 of them teaching) breaking down 
into:  

o 680 posts to meet rising demographic need  (€51 million for this 
together with capitation costs for an estimated 11,000 additional 
students). 

o 900 resource teachers at cost of €18 million. 



o 115 Special Needs Assistants. 
o 100 guidance counsellors (€2 million will be provided  in 2017 for 

the equivalent of 100 additional guidance posts by September 
2017). 

o 550 teachers for Junior Cycle professional time. 
 €5 million in 2017 for new Action Plan for Disadvantaged Schools, this will 

be announced before the end of the year. 
 €690 million was allocated in total capital allocation for 2017 for school 

buildings: an increase of €95 million on 2016 allocation announced in last 
year’s budget, to deliver up to 20,000 additional school places. 

 €8.5 million package to support disadvantaged students, including lone 
parents and Travellers to access third level. 

 €7.75 million allocated to strengthen school leadership - 170 
enhancements. 

 One teacher primary schools: Will be able to appoint a second teacher – 
circular to follow with detail. 

 €210 million announced for digital technology investment in schools by 
2021. 

 

Health  

The total Budget allocated to the Department of Health for 2017 is €14.6 billion. 
This includes funding of €14,152 for current expenditure and €454 million for 
capital expenditure. 
 
Our response: 
The 'Sugar Tax' is an important step to tackle childhood obesity, however its 
introduction will be delayed until 2018. As we face another year where children 
ages 6-12 will not receive free GP care as promised, we are glad to see that some of 
the children most in need of support have been recognised through the provision 
of Medical Cards to support children with disabilities in receipt of Domiciliary Care 
Allowance.  

Expenditure measures announced include:  

 €20 million  allocated to the National Treatment Purchase Fund to tackle 
waiting lists 

 €10 million to enable all children who qualify for the Domiciliary Care 
Allowance to be provided with a medical card. 

 €35 million allocated for new mental health services in 2017. 
 €3 million is provided for preparations for the new National Drugs 

Strategy (which is currently being finalised for submission to Government 
early in the New Year) and other social inclusion measures. This will bring 
the funding available to the HSE for social inclusion services to over 
€131m next year. 

 Allocation of €5 million will kick-start the establishment of a “Healthy 
Ireland Fund” to support the implementation of Healthy Ireland 



programmes and projects in a variety of settings, including education, 
local authorities, workplaces and communities. 

 Implementation of the National Maternity Strategy commenced in 2016, 
and further investment of €3m is provided in 2017. 

 Additional investment for the expansion of Paediatric Services in 2017 
bringing the total funding available to €7.3m in 2017.  This includes the 
development of an All Island Paediatric Cardiology Service. 

 

Social Protection  

The total Budget allocated to the Department of Social Protection for 2017 is 
€19.85 billion. 

Our response: 
It has been great to see the steps taken to reverse cuts made to lone parents 
during the recession. The restoration of the €500 annual Cost of Education 
Allowance and the increase in the income disregard for the One Parent Family 
Payment from €90 to €110 per week will help to support lone parents to take up 
employment, while also going some way to alleviating poverty faced by some of 
the most disadvantaged families in Ireland.   
 
The increase to social welfare payments is welcome but we are disappointed with 
the failure to apply this increase to the Direct Provision Allowance for children. The 
extension of the School Meals Scheme is a positive step towards tackling the 
extensive issue of child food poverty in Ireland. 
 
Expenditure measures announced include:  

 €5 increase in all maximum weekly payments with proportionate 
increases for those on reduced rates of payments from March 2017. 
Young people under the age of 26 will not recieve the full €5 increase. 18 
to 24 year-olds will recieve €2.70 and 25 year-olds will recieve €3.80. 

 Increase in the School Meals programme budget of €5.7 million to €47.7 
million in 2017. More than 50,000 children will benefit from increased 
funding to the School Meals programme, of these, some 35,000 extra 
school breakfasts will be provided in non-DEIS schools from the start of 
the new school year and will be expanded in future years. 

 Income disregard for parents getting One Parent Family Payment and 
Jobseeker’s Transition Payment to be increased from €110 from €90 per 
week in January 2017. This means that lone parents can now earn up to 
€110 per week and still qualify for the full Payment. 

 New €500 Cost of Education Allowance per annum for parents, including 
lone parents, in receipt of Back to Education Allowance. 

 Increase of €15 in the weekly rate of Guardian’s Contributory and Non- 
Contributory payments from €161 to €176. 

 



Justice and Equality  

The total Budget allocated to the Department of Justice and Equality for 2017 is 
€2.54 billion, an increase of €68 million on 2016. 
 
Our response: 
We welcome the continued funding of the Garda Youth Diversion programme and 
Irish Youth Justice Community Programmes. These programmes are critical to 
ensuring that young people receive the necessary support in the community to 
avoid involvement in the criminal process. 
 
Expenditure measures announced include:  

 €1 million for Traveller initiatives – enhancing services to Traveller 
Community groups and further develop counselling and mediation 
services. 

 €2.7 million for Garda Youth Diversion and other Irish Youth Justice 
Community Programmes 

 12% increase for Legal Aid Board (€4 million) including €2.4 million for 
legal advice and representation to people who are insolvent and in 
mortgage arrears. 

 National Disability Authority is allocated an extra €0.2 million. 
 €300,000 allocated to the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission for 

additional recruitment. 
 €30 million additional for funding of the courts grossing €140 million for 

2017 plus €23 million for courthouses and €4.5 million for ICT in 
courthouses. 

 Additional funding for Data Protection Commissioner of €2.7 million 
bringing total allocation to €7.5 million. 

 €1.7 million for additional staffing and other costs for Charities Regulatory 
Authority 

 Probation Service  is allocated an additional €2 million. 
 €250,000 to the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime. 

 

Housing, Planning and Local Government  

The total Budget allocated to the Department of Housing, Planning, Community 
and Local Government for 2017 is €1.777 billion, an increase of nearly 30% since 
2016. 
 
Our response: 
We look forward to seeing a breakdown of how the significant increases to funding 
for homeless services will be used to ensure children do not spend long periods 
living in inappropiate accomodation without access to their own space to play and 
learn. The much-needed €9 million for Traveller-specific accommodation can allow 
progress in supplying adequate, safe and culturally-appropriate homes for Traveller 
families with children. 



 
Expenditure measures announced include:  

 50% increase in housing budget for 2017 with a total allocation of €1.2 
billion to housing programmes. This investment will see the housing 
needs of over 21,000 households being met in 2017. In addition, local 
authorities will fund a range of housing services to the value of €92 
million from surplus Local Property Tax receipts, bringing the total 
housing provision in 2017 to almost €1.3 billion. 

 A 40% increase in homeless funding from €70 million in 2016 to €98m in 
2017. 

 €78.2 million is provided in 2017 for Community Programmes (€9.6 
million Capital and €68.6 million current) – an increase of 10% on 2016. 

 

Email us  
Visit us at www.childrensrights.ie 
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