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Statement of the Children’s Rights Alliance on the 
National Health Strategy 

 
The Children’s Rights Alliance today welcomed the launch of the new National Health Strategy but stressed 
that many of the key improvements promised in relation to children’s healthcare are contingent upon the 
inclusion of adequate funding in next year’s Budget. The Alliance’s noted that the potential extension of free 
primary care to substantial numbers of additional children, as called for in the Strategy, is entirely 
dependent on decisions to be made in Budget 2002. 
 
“The commitment that children will wait no longer than three months to have their health care needs met 
addresses one of the Alliance’s primary concerns regarding children’s health,” said Raymond Dooley, chief 
executive of the Children’s Rights Alliance. “The integrated national programme for child health, minimum 
standards for health screening of children, protocols and standards in relation to the care of children in 
hospital and a national injury prevention strategy are also welcomed. Each of these measures requires and 
deserves full funding in the coming budget. 
 
“The expansion of medical card eligibility guidelines to extend free primary care coverage to greater 
numbers of children is also promised in the Health Strategy, as is the increase from 2 to 6 in the number of 
free GP visits for newborn children, but neither reform is given a target date for implementation. According 
to the Strategy, the timing of these changes ‘will be decided by Government in the context of the prevailing 
budgetary situation.’ 
 
“Unless funding is provided in the Budget to support the extension of free primary care coverage to 
substantial numbers of additional children, the first two goals of the Strategy – Better Health for Everyone 
and Fair Access – will remain out of reach for many children,” said Dooley. 
 
“Two months ago, recognising the importance of breaking the tie between health and income status, the 
Chief Medical Officer of the Department of Health and Children called for consideration to be given to 
providing all children with free access to primary medical care. Now it is up to the Minister for Finance to 
allocate adequate funding to ensure that affordability is eliminated as a major obstacle to equal access to 
health care for children,” said Dooley. 
 
The Alliance welcomed the Health Strategy’s emphasis on health promotion for children and on developing 
a National Injury Prevention Strategy to address the crisis of child injuries and deaths resulting from 
preventable accidents. “Our most basic obligation to children is to safeguard their right to life,” said Dooley. 
“To do that we must ensure that adequate protections are in place. The growing number of child injuries and 
deaths resulting from preventable accidents, including road traffic accidents, means that we are failing in 
our responsibilities in this area.” 
 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is a coalition of sixty-eight non-governmental organisations concerned with 
meeting the needs and promoting the rights of children in Ireland. The Alliance seeks the full 
implementation in Ireland of the principles and provisions of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
The Convention, which Ireland ratified without reservation in 1992, asserts the right of children “to the 
highest attainable standard of health.” The Convention also recognises their right of access to health services 
and requires governments to ensure that “no child is deprived” of this right. 
 
The Alliance provided its full health policy submission in relation to the new National Health Strategy in 
May of this year.  The Alliance also participated in the Department of Health and Children’s National Health 
Consultative Forum and has written to Minister of Finance Charlie McCreevy urging him to allocate 
sufficient funds in the coming budget to ensure the full realisation of children’s health care rights. 


