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Foreword

The Children’s Rights Alliance 
is delighted to announce the       
appointment of Dr Geoffrey 
Shannon as the Founding Patron 
of the Children’s Rights Alliance. Dr 
Shannon is the Special Rapporteur 
on Child Protection, and first 
Chair to the Adoption Authority. 
Dr Shannon has always been 
a champion for the Children’s 
Rights Alliance. We are honored 
to have someone of Dr Shannon’s 
knowledge; experience and 
calibre come on board to support, 
protect and inspire the work of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance.

Dr Geoffrey Shannon has a broad 
range of knowledge and expertise. He 
is a solicitor and Irish Expert Member 
on the Commission on European 
Family Law; he was on the Child 
Death Review and co-wrote the 
report. In acknowledgement of his 
hard work and dedication to 
furthering children’s rights 
Dr Shannon has received several 
awards. These include the 2005 
JCI Outstanding Person of the Year 
Award, the 2006 Canon Maurice 
Handy Award and the 2013 Irish
Law Award. 
Dr Shannon is a prolific author and 
has written leading texts on national 
and international child and family 
law. He is also the editor of the Irish 
Journal of Family Law.

Welcoming Our 
Founding Patron!

The Children’s Rights Alliance launched our ‘Know Your Rights’ cam-
paign on the 26 November 2014. This information pack, produced in 
conjunction with the Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL), was launched 
with the help of Dr James Reilly TD, Minster for Children and         
         Youth Affairs, Children’s Rights Alliance Chief Executive, Tanya Ward    
 and ICCL Director Mark Kelly.
                    
  This publication is hugely important as it gives children 
and young people and those caring for them access to information 
that is relevant in their day to day lives. This guide explains   
                                   children’s and young people’s rights using 
                                       clear and easy to understand language.      
                                       The guide deals with children and young people’s    
        rights in relation to a wide range of areas, from 
                              mental health, social media, to protection from 
            abuse, as well as providing a clear cut guide 
                      to legal age limits that effect children and 
                  young people’s day to day lives. 

          In the near future, we look forward to the ‘Know 
      Your Rights’ roadshow. This will see us bringing our 
  information campaign around the country, offering 
both information and training on the guide.

For further information on ‘Know Your Rights’ 
please go to: childrensrights.ieDo You Know Your 

Rights?

Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2015 
edition of our newsletter!
 
This year is shaping up to be an 
exciting and busy year for all of us 
here at the Children’s Rights Alliance.
 
In exciting news we have moved 
into our new offices in Smithfield. 
Alongside our member organisation 
EPIC, we have purchased the building 
with the help of a grant from Atlantic 
Philanthropies. This will ensure that 
the Children’s Rights Alliance has a 
permanent home and will help create 
a sustainable future for the 
organisation.
 
We launched our flagship 
publication Report Card 2015 on 23 
February, with Government retaining 
a ‘C’ grade for the third year in a row 
reflecting a satisfactory attempt, but 
with scope for significant 
improvement. 
On closer examination, it was a 
mixed bag with the highest individual 
grades being given for literacy and 
the school building programme 
with both awarded an ‘A’ grade, but 
progress on children in poverty was 
awarded an ‘F’ – the lowest overall 
grade. Worryingly no real 
improvement was seen for Traveller 
and Roma children, Migrant children 
or children in the mental health 
system with all of these areas 
receiving a failing ‘E’ or ‘E+’ grade.
 
On 6 April, the President signed the 
Children and Family Relationships 
Act into law. This historic legislation 
is truly an amazing milestone for 
children and families in Ireland. For 
the first time ever children have been 
placed at the heart of family law. 
Children are cared for and protected 
in a range of family types and finally 
the reality of family life in Ireland will 
be recognised and protected in Irish 
law. The Act provides legal clarity 
on parentage, guardianship, custody 
and access for all families in Ireland 

and will ensure that the courts have 
much greater flexibility to grant 
guardianship. The Act also includes 
vital identity rights for children born 
through assisted human reproduction 
with the establishment of a new 
donor persons conceived register. 
With the 100 year Anniversary of 1916 
fast approaching, this is a crucial step 
forward for Ireland in reaching the 
goal of treating all its children equally.
 
Finally, we bid a fond farewell to Paul 
Gilligan who has been the Chair of 
the Children’s Rights Alliance since 
2009. He has been a truly 
amazing Chair and a constant source 
of support and guidance for the 
team. Taking over the role of Chair is 
Tom Costello. Tom joined the Board 
during summer 2014 as the Vice 
Chair and we are looking forward to 
working closely with him in his new 
position on the Board.
 
All of these milestones and our 
impact on them are covered in this 
newsletter. I hope you enjoy reading 
about them and let’s stay connected.
 
Best wishes
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Did the Governmen keep its 
promises to children in 2014?

The seventh in the Report Card series, 
Report Card 2015, evaluates the 
Government’s progress on its own 
commitments to children flowing from the 
Programme for Government 2011-2016. 

This edition of the Report Card evaluates the 
Government on its progress during 2014. This year the 
Government is awarded an overall ‘C’ grade, 
maintaining the same grade for the third year in a row. 
This grade demonstrates that once again, while there 
were very welcome improvements, some children were 
still left wanting.  

Highs 

Children’s 
Constitutional 
Rights:

Right 
to Education:

Right to Protection 
from Abuse and 
Neglect :

This grade reflects that the positive 
result of the referendum were not 
be implemented due to the legal 
challenge and delays in the Superior 
Courts. In spite of a recommendation 
from the Constitutional Convention 
that economic, social and cultural 
rights be given enhanced protection 
in the Irish Constitution, the 
Government did not respond.

The area of Education has fared 
well again this year with an 
unprecedented two ‘A’ grades in 
Child Literacy and School Buildings. 
2014 saw the first significant 
improvement in child literacy in 
primary schools in thirty years. 
The increase in the allocation 
of Special Needs Assistants and 
Resource Teachers was very 
welcome as was the publication of 
the Schools Admissions Bill.

However, the disappointing delay 
in publishing the new plan for the 
implementation of the Education 
for Persons with Special Educational 
Needs (EPSEN) Act 2004 results in 
another ‘C-’ grade for children with 
special educational needs. This Act 
must be fully implemented, on foot 
of NCSE policy advice. 

Patronage and Pluralism in Primary 
Education saw a drop in its grade 
from ‘B+’ to this year’s ‘C+’ given the 
continued slow rate of progress of 
the divestment process.  

Early Childhood Care and 
Education saw a drop in its grade 
from ‘C+’ last year to a ‘D+’. While 
some steps were taken to implement 
the new Early Years Quality Agenda 
in 2014, another year passed without 
the publication of the National Early 
Years Strategy.

The Child and Family Agency had a 
successful first year but delays exist 
in responding to child protection 
referrals. It received a ‘B’ grade, a 
slight fall from last year’s ‘B+’. The 
Agency received an additional €34 
million in funding in Budget 2015 
though this is not expected to allow 
it to meet its statutory obligations 
given the going demand for its 
services and demographic pressures.

The Ryan Report Implementation 
Plan received a ‘B-’, the same as last 
year reflecting  mixed progress in 
2014. The publication of the long 
awaited Children First legislation 
was very welcome but the ongoing 
delay in the commencement of the 
National Vetting Bureau (Children 
and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 
is a cause for concern.  

Children in Detention was also 
awarded a ‘B-’ grade this year. 
Significant progress was made 
towards the completion of works at 
the new National Children Detention 
Facility in Oberstown though 
necessary legislation has not yet 
been enacted. Children continued to 
be detained in adult prisons in 2014. 
St. Patrick’s Institution was used for 
17-year-olds held on remand while 
others were detained in Wheatfield 
Place of Detention. 

Report Card 2015 
gives you the answers

In 2014, literacy rates achieved their first 
significant improvement since 1980

32% of children and adolescent admissions were 
to adult mental health units up to November 2014; 
85% of these were aged 16 or 17 years

Since the recession began in 2008, the number of 
children in Ireland in consistent poverty has nearly 
doubled

The number of families with children who 
became homeless every month in 2014 
was twice that in 2013

On 7 January 2015, there were 14 children 
detained in an adult prison, Wheatfield Place of 
Detention

At the end of June 2014, 4,324 asylum seekers 
were living in direct provision. Of these, over one 
third or 1,527 were children

36.1% of registered births were outside of 
marriage in the second quarter of 2014
 

B-

B- B-
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Quotes

Report Card 
2015 Online

Right 
to Health:

Right to an
Adequate Standard 
of Living

Right to Equality 
and 
Non-Discrimination:

The right to health receives a ‘D+‘ 
grade overall, the same as last year’s 
grade. The speed at which the 
Government has worked to secure 
the introduction of free GP care for 
children under the age of six and 
other efforts to improve primary 
health care are very welcome 
keeping the grade at a steady ‘C’. 

Mental health received the lowest 
score in the health chapter, an ‘E’. 
The continued placement of children 
in adult mental health units is 
unacceptable as are the ongoing 
waiting lists to access mental health 
services leaving children without the 
support they need. 

While a project brief for the National 
Children’s Hospital was approved 
and a design team appointed, the 
continued delay in the completion of 
the new hospital is disappointing and 
this is reflected in the grading. 

Significant progress was made on 
tackling smoking through the 
enactment of legislation banning 
smoking in cars with children, and 
the publication of legislation on 
tobacco packaging. While reforms 
have been promised in early 2015, 
there was no visible progress on 
alcohol reforms during 2014.

The right to an adequate standard 
of living receives a ‘D‘ grade overall, 
(no change from last year). The 
cumulative effects of the recession 
on children really became apparent 
in 2014 with Child Poverty receiving 
an ‘F’, the worst grade in this year’s 
Report Card. This is because the 
numbers of children experiencing 
consistent poverty has nearly 
doubled since 2008. The publication 
of the target to reduce child poverty 
in the National Policy Framework for 
Children and Young People was an 
important development. 

Child and Youth Homelessness 
receives a ‘D+ this year, reflecting 
the dramatic rise in families with 
children who became homeless in 
2014. On average, over 40 families 
became homeless each month last 
year. We also acknowledge positive 
developments in this area in 
relation to the publication of the 
Heads of the Aftercare Bill 2014 and 
the finalisation of the Protocol on 
Young People Leaving State Care. 
While the small increase in Child 
Benefit and the introduction of the 
Back to Work Family Dividend are 
welcome, the lack of clarity on the 
reform of child income supports has 
left a policy vacuum in this area. 

The Area Based Approach to 
Tackling Child Poverty receives a ‘C+’ 
recognising progress made in service 
design planning and development 
work in 2014 though the evaluation 
process is not finalised, hindering the 
gathering of baseline data.

The improved grade in this section 
from last year’s ‘E’ grade, is largely 
due to the publication of the 
Children and Family Relationships 
Bill, which reforms the law on 
parentage, guardianship, custody, 
access and adoption. The 
consultation process was positive  
for the children’s sector and 
demonstrated an openness and 
willingness to take on board 
suggestions for improving the Bill. As 
a result, the Inequalities in Family Life 
section received a ‘B’ grade, a major 
increase on last year’s ‘D+’. 

In November 2014, the Government 
committed to recognising Traveller 
ethnicity within six months ,which 
would open a new dialogue as 
to how the State interacts with 
Travellers and Traveller children.  An 
ethnic identifier to collect data on 
every child’s ethnic background was 
also introduced in primary schools 
to track the progress of minority and 
ethnic groups. This was welcome as 
it ensures that minorities will not be 
singled out when categorising 
ethnicity. In addition, the first 
national needs assessment of Roma 
in Ireland was commissioned in 
2014. The Traveller and Roma 
Children section received an ‘E+’ 
grade, an increase on last year’s ‘E’.

Conditions for the 1,500 children 
growing up in direct provision 
centres around the country remain 
unacceptable. However, the 
Department of Justice and Equality 
established a Working Group to 
review the protection process and 
direct provision system for asylum 
seekers. As a result, Migrant Children 
received an ‘E+’ grade this year.

Paul Gilligan, Chief Executive St. 
Patrick’s University Hospital, 
said  ‘That children are still being 
admitted into adult mental health 
in-patient units is extremely 
disappointing. This combined with 
the unacceptably long waiting lists for 
children and adolescence with 
mental health difficulties indicates 
that the Irish State is failing children 
with mental health needs. This is not 
only a violation of these children’s 
basic rights but such practice will 
undoubtedly have long term 
consequences for the children 
themselves, their families and Society.’

Prof. Ursula Kilkelly, Head of 
Business and Law, UCC, said ‘After 
many years, progress is finally being 
made towards the removal of 
children from prisons in Ireland. 
Ireland has the opportunity to be an 
international leader here in 
driving down the numbers of children 
in detention and the elimination 
of children completely from adult 
prisons. In the Report Card, further 
steps can be seen this year but this 
work- and a range of other concerns 
in the youth justice system – are not 
yet fully addressed.’

Fergus Finlay, Chief Executive of 
Barnardos, said ‘A couple of weeks 
ago the Taoiseach did an interview on 
RTÉ radio in which he described the 
issue of child poverty as a “moral 
imperative” for any government. 
Despite that, the number of 
children living in consistent poverty 
has dramatically increased since the 
recession started. It is undeniable 
that public policy including cuts in 
child benefit and a range of cuts 
to essential services – has played a 
significant role in this increase. 

Nóirín Hayes, Professor, School of 
Education, TCD, said ‘It’s disappointing but 
not unexpected to see the drop in grade 
for early childhood care and education in 
this year’s Report Card.  The absence of 
any action on the Early Years Strategy is 
particularly disappointing given the 
publication, by the DCYA, of the early 
years advisory group report ‘Right from 
the Start’ in 2013.  The recent 
establishment by Minister Reilly of an 
Inter-departmental working group is 
simply a further delay - there is ample data 
available to the Government, the Minister 
and his Department on this sector from 
statistics on usage, inspection reports, 
childcare committee reports, research and 
evaluation reports and the report of the 
expert advisory group.  

D+ D D+
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The Children and Family 
Relationships Bill represents the 
most important reform of child 
and family law for a generation. 
The proposed legislation seeks to 
put children at the heart of family 
law, provide legal clarity around 
various family types and address 
discrimination faced by children in 
non-marital families. It is hoped that 
it will significantly reduce the number 
of cases going to court due to the 
current legal vacuum.

The Children’s Rights Alliance 
has formed a working group of its 
members to support its work on this 
issue and is continuing to advocate 
on this Bill as it progresses through 
the Oireachtas. 

The journey so far!

30 January 2014: 
The Minister for Justice, Equality 
and Defence publishes the General 
Scheme of a Children and Family 
Relationships Bill. 

9 April 2014: 
The Children’s Rights Alliance 
presents to the Committee on 
Justice, Defence and Equality on the 
Bill. 

10 April 2014: 
We host a hugely successful 
information seminar on the draft Bill. 

26 September 2014: 
The Minister for Justice and Equality 
publishes the revised general scheme 
of the Bill. 

17 February 2015: 

Cabinet approves of the Children and 
Family Relationships Bill. 

02 March 2015: 
The Children’s Rights Alliance, hosts 
a seminar on the Bill in Dublin Castle. 
The event was opened by Frances 
Fitzgerald TD, Minister for Justice and 
Equality, with a keynote address ‘The 
Children and Family Relationships 
Bill: A Children’s Perspective’ by Dr 
Geoffrey Shannon, Special Rapporteur 
on Child Protection.
 
12 March 2015: 
The Children and Family Relationship 
Bill was passed by Dail Eireann.

30 March 2015: 
The Children and Family Relationship 
Bill was passed by the Seanad.

The Children and Family Relationship Bill 
Putting Children at the Heart of Family Law Reform

06 April 2015: 
Children and Family Relationships Act 
2015 (Act No. 9 of 2015) is signed into 
law by President Michael D. Higgins.

What will the Act do?

The Act ensures that children living 
in non-marital and non-traditional 
families will now be in a position to 
enjoy a legal relationship with the 
person who provides them with day-
to-day parental care. 

The Act provides a comprehensive 
definition of the ‘best interests’ 
principle, and provides that the 
best interests of the child will be 
paramount in any decisions on 
guardianship, custody or upbringing 
of, or access to, a child.

The Act will ensure that a child’s 
voice is heard and considered when 
important life changing decisions 
are made in relation to guardianship, 
custody and access. It will provide for 
the appointment of an expert by the 
Court to determine the views of the 
child and convey these to the court. 

The Act prohibits anonymous 
donation and establishes a national 
donor-conceived person register and 
protects the child’s right to identity. 
It also recognises parentage in cases 
of children born through assisted 
reproduction (through a hospital or 
clinic) using donor material. 

family come to an agreeable solution 
between them.

The Children’s Rights Alliance has 
actively sought Ireland’s ratification 
of the third Optional Protocol since 
it opened for signature in February 
2012. 

If you have any questions on the 
mechanism or would like further 
information, please contact our 
Senior Legal and Policy Officer, Edel 
Quinn, at edel@childrensrights.ie. 

New International 
Redress Mechanism 
For Children

level when no redress can be found 
at home is a major step forward for 
children’s rights. The Government is 
to be commended for its leadership 
in being one of the first European 
countries to ratify this important 
treaty. Those working in the children’s 
sector must now reflect on how to 
use this mechanism to best effect to 
help children and families in Ireland. 

A complaint to the Committee 
must relate to a specific violation 
of a right under the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
and its protocols. Children and young 
people, and their advocates will be 
able to make use of the complaints 
process if their rights violation 
occurred or was ongoing while 
the Protocol was ratified on the 24 
September 2014. 

By ratifying the Optional Protocol, 
States commit themselves to follow 
the decisions and provide redress to 
victims. There is also provision for the 
facilitation of friendly settlements, if 
the State and the child or his or her 

Ireland signed and ratified the 
Third Optional Protocol to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on 24 September 2014. This will 
allow children and young people in 
Ireland to complain to the UN if their 
rights have not been respected in 
Ireland.

The Third Optional Protocol 
establishes a complaints mechanism, 
referred to as the Individual 
Communications Procedure. This is a 
court-like body that allows individual 
children, groups of children or those 
advocating on their behalf, such 
as parents or guardians, to submit 
a complaint directly to the UN 
Committee on of the Rights of the 
Child. 

Having the opportunity to take a 
complaint to the highest international 

Catherine McGuinness Fellowship

The Children’s Rights Alliance has established a prestigious one-year Fellowship 
Programme for newly-qualified barristers to work as part of their Legal and 
Policy Team on law and policy reform for children in the area of children’s 
rights and child law in the Irish context. The fellowship is entitled the ‘Catherine 
McGuinness Fellowship’ in honour of one of Ireland’s greatest children’s 
champions. This Programme has been developed in partnership with the Bar 
Council of Ireland and with the support of the Family Lawyers’ Association of 
Ireland.

Catriona Doherty joined the Legal 
and Policy Team as the inaugural 
Catherine McGuinness Fellow in 
February of 2015. Catriona is currently 
a practising barrister at the Bar 
Ireland.

Prior to that Catriona was called 
to the Bar of England and Wales. 
Catriona studied law at the University 
of Ulster, where she was awarded the 
Best Dissertation and Overall 
Performance in her year for her 
dissertation entitled “Seen but not 
heard, the Children of Ireland” which 
focused on the lack of protection of 
children’s rights in Ireland in 
comparison to International 

standards . She then obtained an LLM 
in International Human Rights Law 
at the Transitional Justice Institute, 
University of Ulster. In 2011, she was 
awarded the Hardwicke 
Scholarship by the Honourable 
Society of Lincoln’s Inns.  Catriona 
was also awarded the UK Human 
Rights Lawyers Association Bursary 
2011. Catriona was selected to attend 
the European Court of Human Rights 
on behalf of the Honourable Society 
of Lincoln’s Inns.

Catriona’s commitment to children’s 
rights stems from her role as the first 
chairperson of the Donegal Youth 
Council where she was an advocate 

for young people’s rights. Catriona 
has a commitment to reaching out to 
vulnerable and disadvantaged people 
through her work. She has 
volunteered with the London 
Innocence Project and the Committee 
for the Administration of Justice. Since 
2012, she continues to undertake pro 
bono representation for vulnerable 
clients with the Legal Support Project 
Law Centre Northern Ireland.
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The Children’s Rights Alliance has taken on board three 
interns from different academic backgrounds, both 
undergraduate and 
postgraduate.

Lauren Flanagan joined the Alliance in October 2015 
as the UN Children’s Rights Intern.  Lauren is currently 
on a leave of absence from University College Dublin 
where she is studying for her BCL (Law with Politics) 
degree. Lauren is working with the legal and policy team 
on compiling the UNCRC Parallel Report that will be 
submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in 
preparation for Ireland’s review in January 2016.  She will 
travel to Geneva with the team to present the Report at 
the pre-sessional meeting in June.  Lauren also attended 
the National Model United Nations 
Conference in New York this 
March. She formed part of the 
UNICEF delegation and was 
awarded best delegate.

We bid a sad farewell to Ciara 
Murphy, Administrative Assistant in 
September. Ciara had been a core 
part of the team for 14 years. During 
her time at the Alliance she was an 
invaluable and popular member of 
the team and is sadly missed by all in 
the Alliance.

We bid a fond farewell to Saoirse 
Brady, Know Your Rights Project 
Manager in February. Saoirse joined 
the team in 2013 and has been 
an incredible resource and valued 
member of the team. We’ll miss her 
and wish her every success in her 
current consultancy role with the 
Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission.

Children’s Rights Alliance News!

The Children’s Rights 
Alliance has moved!
We have moved offices to 7 Red Cow Lane, Smithfield, 
Dublin 7. We have purchased this building with our 
member organisation EPIC. We secured a grant of 
€200,000 from Atlantic Philanthropies for the purchase of 
the building and we have used money from the Children’s 
Rights Alliance reserves to pay the remainder. Having a 
permanent home for the Alliance will help create a 
sustainable future for the organisation.

Board News 
We would like to formally welcome to the Board of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance our new Chair Tom Costello. 
Tom joined the Board during summer 2014 as the Vice 
Chair. Tom has recently finished as Programme 
Executive at The Atlantic Philanthropies after 14 years 
advising on investments spanning programmes for 
Children, Older People, and in education and community 
development. He is a member of the Charities Regulatory 
Authority Board. Tom has held positions on the Faculty of 
the Irish Management Institute, and as Director of 
Programme Development with FAS and the Youth 
Employment Agency. Tom’s early career in the voluntary 
sector included stints as Director of the National Youth 
Council of Ireland and President of the Union of Students 
in Ireland. We look forward to working with him in his 
new role as Chair.

We would also like to welcome to the Board Tess 
Noonan. Tess is the Quality Assurance Manager with the 
ISPCC, having previously held the post of ISPCC Regional 
Manager South/South East. Tess has particular expertise in 
the areas of child protection and welfare and promotion 
of children’s rights, both in Ireland and the UK. 

We bid a fond farewell to Paul Gilligan who has been the 
chair of the Children’s Rights Alliance since 2009. He has 
been a truly amazing chair and we wish him all the best 
for the future. We also bid farewell to long standing board 
member Carmel Corrigan 
whose knowledge and 
insights will be missed. 
We would like to thank 
them both for all their 
dedication and hard work
over the years. 

Ceara Martyn joined the team as 
an intern in January 2015.  Ceara is 
currently doing a Masters in 
Community and Youth Work in 
Maynooth University, 
having previously studied art and 
design and youth work.  

Her background is in community and 
youth arts. She is co-founder and 
co-manager of Satellite Studios, an 
artist led space that specialised in 
working in the community. She also 
worked for two years as a member of 
City Art Squad, a collective of artists 
working with community and youth 
groups, mental health services and 
services for people with disabilities.  
She has a strong interest in 
working towards social justice.
She is currently working on several 
projects including the Children and 
Family Relationships Bill and the 
Children’s Rights Alliances quarterly 
newsletter.

John Morrissey joined the Legal and 
Policy Team as a volunteer intern 
in January 2015. John recently 
completed a Masters in Development 
from Dublin City University where 
his dissertation focused on victims of 
human trafficking.  He has over eight 
years’ experience working for the 
Salvation Army where he works with 
some of the most vulnerable children 
in society who are in crisis and in 
need of emergency accommodation. 
He is currently working on policy 
submissions and also delivering an 
educational program to teach young 
people about the Childrens Rights 
Alliance/ICCL Know Your Rights 
Guide. He has a strong interest in 
human rights and advocacy.

Congratulations 
Emma!
Congratulations to our 
Communications and 
Development Manager 
Emma McKinley on the 
birth of her baby boy 
Alden. 

New Additions 
to the Team

Tom Costello

Children’s Rights Alliance Staff 2015
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The Children’s Rights Alliance has 
partnered with UNICEF Ireland to 
support Children and Young People 
to produce a report for the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. This is a very exciting piece of 
work. We received a huge response 
from children and young people 
who have been supported by our 
members in submitting material for 
the Report, from ISPCC, Barnardos, 
Early Childhood Ireland, Youth Work 
Ireland, Focus Ireland, Future Voices 
Ireland, Schools, Montessori Schools 
and the Border Counties Childhood 
Network. 

Ireland’s children’s rights record will 
be under the spotlight of the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child 
for the third time in January 2016. 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is 
leading a project to provide the 
Committee with supplementary 
independent material on what’s 
happening on the ground for children 
in Ireland. This involves an 
independent ‘Parallel’ report on 
behalf of the Children’s Rights 
Alliance membership and civil society, 
together with a report created by 
children and young people.  

The Road to Geneva!
The National Parents Council 
(Primary) distributed a survey, which 
amazingly, had over 2,000 responses 
from children aged 4-13. With the 
help of Startstrong, Barnardos, Early 
Childhood Ireland, Life Start and 
the Boarder Counties Childhood 
Network, we developed material for 
engaging with early year’s children. 

Leading the work on the report, we 
have a project team of 30 children 
and young people aged 12 -17 
nominated by our members and 
other groups including 

Pavee Point, ISPCC, BelonG To, 
EPIC, Youth Work Ireland, Future 
Voices, Tipperary Regional Youth 
Services, ECO UNESCO, Foroige, 
UNICEF, Irish Refugee Council, 
Youth Advisory Panel for the 
Children’s Hospitals and Comhairle 
na nOg. We have been working with 
the project team to select material 
and design the report. We will be 
launching the report in the near 
future so watch this space!

The project began in earnest in 
October last year with a two-day 
training programme for our members 
and other stakeholders with high 
level national and international 
speakers. This was followed with 
consultations around the country 
(Carlow, Limerick, Galway, Cork and 
Dublin) and the Children’s Rights 
Alliance received over 30 written 
submissions from organisations 
wishing to shape Ireland’s civil society 
report for the UN.

The Parallel Report will document 
issues where children’s rights are not 
being respected and will 
centre on  education, play and 
culture; health, disability and poverty, 
violence against children; civil rights 
and freedoms and special 

protection (which concerns areas 
such as children of minorities, 
migrants and youth justice).  

The Children’s Rights Alliance will 
meet with the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child’s Pre-Sessional 
Working Group on 8 June 2015.
The aim of the meeting is to discuss 
the Parallel Report and to give the 
Committee and its Secretariat an 
overarching view of the 
implementation of the Convention 
in Ireland to date and to help them 
to prioritise issues for their review of 
Ireland in January 2016. The 
Government is expected to send a 
high level delegation to Geneva for 
the review, who will answer the 
Committee’s questions on their 
concerns. 

Ireland’s children’s rights 
record under the 
spotlight

Bringing Ireland’s Children 
and Young People to the 
United Nations

Who are we?

The Special Needs Parents 
Association was set up early in 2010 
by like-minded parents from all over 
Ireland who realised that there was 
a need for a national organisation 
to represent the views of all parents 
of persons with special needs 
and disabilities, regardless of their 
diagnosis or age.

We chose not to distinguish between 
parents who had children and 
persons with physical disabilities; 
intellectual disabilities, autistic 
spectrum disorders or non-diagnosed 
conditions. We are parents of persons 
with special needs and disabilities.

We are a voluntary organisation run 
by parents for parents and see value 
in ‘Bringing Parents Together’ across 
the spectrum of disabilities and 
special needs.

Member Focus

What do we do?

- We currently offer parent to 
parent information and support 
via phone, email, social media 
and group talks, presentations 
and workshops.

- We endeavour to provide parents 
with up-to-date and accurate 
information on policy changes that 
may affect their children in the area of 
health, education and social welfare.

- We link up parents across the 
country who may have similar 
experiences or dealing with rarer 
diagnosis with existing support 
groups or facilitated parents to set 
up their own support groups where 
needed.

- We provide a safe forum for parents 
to share experiences and information 
with each other, increasing the 
circle of support for people who feel 
isolated.

 We give parents a collective voice 
by representing their experiences 
and views at meetings with Ministers, 
presentations to Oireachtas 
Committees and submissions 
to Department and State Body 
consultations. We are also actively 
involved in Working Groups and 
Consultation Groups across several 
areas ensuring that the voice of 
parents is heard.

- We actively encourage 
collaboration with disability specific 
organisations on campaigns and 
provide a platform for parents of 
children with no diagnosis who lack 
national representation.
For more information see www.
specialneedsparents.ie

New 
Members

Ag Eisteacht                     
provide accredited,    
evaluated, evidence-
based training for 
those working with individuals, families, 
communities and organisations. They 
focus is on early intervention and 
opportunities to support and empower 
individuals, thus enhancing relational, 
family and child wellbeing.

ASH Ireland 
was established in 1992 
and is widely recognised 
as Ireland’s leading anti-
tobacco advocacy organisation. ASH 
was one of the main drivers of the 
ground-breaking workplace smoking 
legislation introduced in 2004. This 
legislation has now been replicated 
by countries all over the world. ASH 
Ireland is driven by a small executive 
supported by an experienced board of 
medical, legal, environmental and NGO 
personnel.

The Independent 
Hospitals Association 
of Ireland (IHAI) is 
the representative body for 
the independently-funded 
hospital sector in Ireland. Their 
membership comprises 20 
independent hospitals (almost 
one third of the hospitals in 
the country) which provide 
acute & mental health services 
throughout Ireland. They 
seek to promote quality and 
efficient healthcare for patients 
of independent hospitals in 
Ireland and to assist in the overall 
improvement of healthcare 
management and policies 
through the development 
and exchange of practices, 
procedures, innovation and other 
appropriate information among 
hospital managers, clinicians, 
policy makers and consumers.

The Dental Health 
Foundation (DHF), governed 
by a Board of trustees from both 
public and private dental practice, 
is a charitable trust with the aim of 
improving the oral health of the Irish 
people. Since its establishment the 
DHF has emerged as a unifying voice 
in the field of oral health promotion, 
working with a wide variety of 
interested parties to champion 
change. 
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The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 members working 
together to make Ireland one of the best places in the world 
to be a child. We change the lives of all children in Ireland by 
educating and promoting awareness of children’s rights.

Ag Eisteacht

Alcohol Action Ireland 

Alliance Against Cutbacks in Education

Amnesty International Ireland

Arc Adoption

The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children

ASH Ireland

Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research and 
Development (ACJRD)

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)

ATD Fourth World – Ireland Ltd

Atheist Ireland

Barnardos

Barretstown Camp

BeLonG To Youth Services 

Bessborough Centre

Border Counties Childhood Network

Carr’s Child and Family Services 

Catholic Guides of Ireland

Childhood Development Initiative

Children in Hospital Ireland

City of Dublin YMCA

COPE Galway

Cork Life Centre

Crosscare

Dental Health Foundation

DIT – School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies

Down Syndrome Ireland

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre

Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project

Early Childhood Ireland

Educate Together

School of Education UCD

EPIC 

Focus Ireland

Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta

Foróige

GLEN - Gay and Lesbian Equality Network

Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth Mental 
Health

Healthy Food for All 

Immigrant Council of Ireland

Inclusion Ireland

Independent Hospitals Association of Ireland

Inspire Ireland

Institute of Community Health Nursing

Institute of Guidance Counsellors

International Adoption Association

Irish Association of Social Care Workers (IASCW)

Irish Association of Social Workers

Irish Association of Suicidology

Irish Autism Action

Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway

Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU)

Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL)

Irish Foster Care Association

Irish Girl Guides

Irish Heart Foundation

Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO)

Irish Penal Reform Trust

Irish Premature Babies

Irish Primary Principals’ Network

Irish Refugee Council

Irish Second Level Students’ Union (ISSU)

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children

Irish Traveller Movement

Irish Youth Foundation (IYF)

Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation

Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice

Junglebox Childcare Centre F.D.Y.S.

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

Law Centre for Children and Young People

Lifestart National Office

Marriage Equality – Civil Marriage for Gay and Lesbian 
People

Mary Immaculate College

Mental Health Reform

Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth and Family Project

MyMind

National Organisation for the Treatment of Abusers 
(NOTA)

National Parents Council Post Primary

National Parents Council Primary

National Youth Council of Ireland

One Family  

One in Four

Parentline

Parentstop

Pavee Point

Peter McVerry Trust

Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI)

Realt Beag

SAFE Ireland

Saoirse Housing Association

SAOL Beag Children’s Centre

Scouting Ireland

Simon Communities of Ireland

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Sonas Housing Association

Special Needs Parents Association

SpunOut.ie

St. Nicholas Montessori Teachers Association

St. Nicholas Montessori Society

St. Patrick’s Mental Health Services

Start Strong

Step by Step Child & Family Project

Sugradh

The UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre, NUI 
Galway

The Guardian Children’s Project

The Prevention and Early Intervention Network

Treoir

UNICEF Ireland

Unmarried and Separated Families of Ireland

youngballymun

Youth Advocate Programme Ireland (YAP)

Youth Work Ireland 

Members

Children’s Rights Alliance
7 Red Cow Lane, Smithfield, Dublin 7

Tel  01 662 9400
Fax  01 662 9355
Email  communications@childrensrights.ie

www.childrensrights.ie

Uniting Voices 
for Children


