
Message from our Chair, Paul Gilligan 

As Chair of the Children’s Rights Alliance, I wish to thank Jillian van 

Turnhout for the excellent  contribu�on she has made to the 

organisa�on over the last six years.  Her commitment to the work 

of the Alliance has been �reless, and she has played an integral role 

in the development and understanding of children’s rights among 

our key stakeholders.   

The work undertaken by the Alliance, in recent years, par�cularly 

the Report Card series and the campaign to strengthen children’s 

rights in the Cons�tu�on, is tes�mony to the high regard in which 

she is held by the NGO sector and Government. We wish her well in 

her role as Senator, and look forward to a strong and frui)ul 

working rela�onship in the future.  
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Message from our Outgoing Chief Executive 

Friends, members and colleagues, I write my final ar�cle with a 

mixture of joy, nostalgia and sadness.  It is difficult for me to say 

farewell to an organisa�on that has played an important role in 

my life over the last six years, and has been the source of some 

truly memorable moments – both professionally and 

personally.  However, I am excited to con�nue our campaign to 

strengthen children’s rights through my role in the Oireachtas, 

and know that the very important work of the Alliance will go 

from strength to strength in the capable hands of Tanya Ward, 

your new Chief Execu�ve, who will be supported by an 

outstanding staff team. 

The Board has recently finalised a new Strategic Plan 2012-2016 

for the next phase of work for the Alliance.  The Alliance will 

con�nue to work towards its vision to make Ireland one of the 

best places in the world to be a child.  I am delighted to have 

seen the plans and I will leave it to Tanya and the team in the 

Alliance to share them with you.  

A key objec�ve remains our campaign to strengthen children’s rights in the Cons�tu�on.  This year, with a 

new Government in place, and a dedicated Department of Children and Youth Affairs, we have a window 

of opportunity for the referendum.  Both the Taoiseach and Minister Frances Fitzgerald have assured me 

that strengthening children’s rights in the Cons�tu�on is a key priority for Government and that a 

referendum will take place in 2012.  We all need to use every opportunity to push for the referendum 

before it gets lost in the wider discussion of cons�tu�onal reform.   I look forward to engaging proac�vely 

in the lead up to and subsequent campaign.  I would urge all member organisa�ons to contact the Alliance 

to share their plans and advise us where you will need support.  By working together I believe we can 

ensure that  the people of Ireland get the opportunity to say, through the ballot, that each and every 

childhood counts. 

Once again, a big ‘thank you’ to you all - you have made my period at the Alliance a �me to cherish and I 

look forward to con�nuing our work to further children’s rights, in my new role as Senator.  Happy 

Christmas and my very best wishes for the New Year!  Keep in touch!  

Best wishes, 

Senator Jillian van Turnhout 
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Since summer 2011, Maria Corbe@ from the Alliance, Larissa Comiskey 

from EPIC (Empowering People in Care) and Mandy Nordell from the 

Society of St Vincent de Paul, have par�cipated on behalf of the Alliance on 

the HIQA Advisory Group on the development of a set of Na�onal 

Standards for the Protec�on and Welfare of Children.  Originally, the 

Na�onal Standards were to cover the Health Service Execu�ve (HSE) and 

HSE funded organisa�ons, including non-governmental organisa�ons.  

However, in November it was clarified that the Standards will apply only to 

the HSE Children and Family Services.  The remit of the Standards had been 

an ongoing issue during preceding mee�ngs.  NGOs and private agencies 

who are contracted by the HSE Children and Family Services will not be 

inspected against these Standards but the HSE will be inspected on how 

they operate contracts with such organisa�ons.   

As part of the work of the advisory group, EPIC organised for HIQA to 

consult with a group of young people with care experience in rela�on to 

the Standards: this was a very informa�ve process and added greatly to the 

work of the Advisory Group.  HIQA is currently finalising a draG and a public 

consulta�on will be held on a draG set of Standards in early 2012.   

Member Focus 

Every day, Enable Ireland supports thousands of 

children and adults with disabili�es across 

Ireland. We work with individuals and families 

on a plan for each life stage, helping them to 

achieve independence, choice and inclusion in 

their communi�es.  

Our services for children and their families 

cover all aspects of a child's physical, 

educa�onal, and social development from early 

infancy through adolescence. For adults we 

offer a range of services covering personal 

development, independent living, supported 

employment, social and leisure ac�vi�es. 

Over the last number of years, we have 

sustained several cuts in government funding 

and at the same �me demand for our service 

has increased, par�cularly in the crucial area of 

early interven�on services for children. Over 

50% of children using our services are now aged 

under six.  

In 2012 we will, again, face the challenge of 

funding cuts while endeavouring to con�nue to 

provide the wide range of physical therapies, 

respite, family services, educa�onal services, 

assis�ve technology and other vital supports to 

the children and adults using our service.  

To find out how you can support Enable Ireland 

please visit:  

www.enableireland.ie/support or calling 01-

8857155.  

 

News in Brief 

• The Opinion on the Preven�on of Child Sexual Abuse was passed by the EESC 

on 26 October.  The Alliance’s Emma McKinley was Expert on this Opinion.  

Senator Jillian van Turnhout a@ended a press briefing in Brussels on 27 October 

to bring a@en�on to the Opinion and the database of best prac�ce on 

preven�ve measures that has been developed as an ongoing piece of work. It is 

hoped that this will be a comprehensive list of statutory and non-statutory 

players, so please add the name of your organisa�on if you are working in this 

area: h@p://bit.ly/sgxbBj 

• The Alliance wrote a submission to 

the Broadcas�ng Authority of Ireland 

consulta�on on the Children’s Code in 

October and worked in collabora�on 

with the Irish Heart Founda�on and 

the Na�onal Youth Council of Ireland 

to develop new research on parents’ 

views on junk food adver�sing. 

• In November, the Alliance organised a 

well-a@ended seminar for journalists 

in Dublin on children’s rights and 

cons�tu�onal reform (see photo).  

Such was its success, an addi�onal seminar may now be organised in Cork. 

The Alliance is delighted to be working with the Irish 

Council for Civil Liber�es (ICCL) on crea�ng an informa�on 

booklet on the rights and en�tlements of children in Irish 

law.  The booklet will use clear and accessible language 

and will be aimed at children, young people, parents and 

advocates.  The Child Law Clinic of University College Cork 

won the tender to produce the booklet.  We believe this 

will be an invaluable resource.  The booklet is part of the 

ICCL Know Your Rights series of public informa�on 

booklets, which currently cover Garda powers, the right to 

privacy, and the European Conven�on on Human Rights 

(in associa�on with PILA), these are available at 

www.knowyourrights.ie  

 

HIQA Standards 

Good news! On 19 December, the UN General Assembly 

adopted the new Op�onal Protocol to the Conven�on on the 

Rights of the Child on a communica�ons or complaint 

procedure for child rights viola�ons in New York.  This is a 

significant victory for children’s rights.  The interna�onal 

community has recognised that children too have the right to 

appeal to an interna�onal mechanism, just like adults.  It will 

increase the visibility of children by crea�ng an opportunity for 

the voice of the child to be heard.  The Op�onal Protocol is now 

open for member states’ signatures.  The Alliance will work to 

ensure that Ireland signs the new Protocol at the official signing 

ceremony to be held in 2012 and thereby demonstrates its 

commitment to the protec�on of child rights on the 

interna�onal stage.  

New UNCRC Optional Protocol  Know Your Rights Booklet 
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TDs and Senators’ Pledge to Strengthen Children’s Rights 

In November, the Alliance organised 

an event at Buswells Hotel, in Dublin, 

for TDs and Senators to sign our 

Pledge Wall and indicate their full 

support  for our campaign to 

strengthen children’s rights in the 

Cons�tu�on.  Over 40 TDs and 

Senators came along, had their photo 

taken by well known photographer, 

Derek Speirs, with a view to 

highligh�ng the issue in their local 

papers and cons�tuencies.   

It proved an excellent exercise, which 

garnered valuable media coverage for 

cons�tu�onal reform across the 

country as a whole.  Senator Jillian 

van Turnhout, outgoing Chief 

Execu�ve, together with Maria 

Corbe@, Policy Director, were on hand to provide each TD 

and Senator with a briefing and to answer any ques�ons.   

Senator Jillian van Turnhout said: “Today we found true 

champions for children: in the Oireachtas and Ireland itself.  

Over recent years, high profile cases of extreme neglect and 

horrific exploita�on of children have brought into sharp 

focus our need to do something to change how Ireland 

treats its children. On behalf of the Alliance, I thank you for 

your invaluable support.”  

A list of the TDs and Senators who have signed the Pledge 

Wall is on the Alliance web site, should other TDs or Senators 

wish to sign the Pledge Wall they  should  contact the office 

or email  communica�ons@childrensrights.ie   

 

ISSU/CRAE in Budapest 
In October, a film-making event took place in Budapest, as part of the 

European Commission funded consulta�on project with the Children’s 

Rights Alliance England (CRAE). The Alliance liaised with its partners on 

the project, the Irish Second-Level Students’ Union (ISSU), and the 

President of the ISSU chaperoned two young people to a@end. The film, 

that was made, will be finalised in the coming weeks. Here are two 

extracts from personal statements wri@en by the two young people who 

travelled to Budapest.  Thanks Abigail and Ruaidhrí! 

Abigail Malone 

“In Budapest representa�ves from each country were present for the 

project. I was privileged to be asked to a@end as an Irish representa�ve. 

The goal of the project was to make a short film to enhance the findings 

and the report of the Speak to the World European campaign. There 

were several aspects we hoped to address in this short film. The first 

was to define the aim of the consulta�on events. The second aspect was 

to outline how we as children felt on our involvement at decision 

making at European and Interna�onal levels. The final objec�ve of the film was to outline the solu�ons and recommenda�ons 

that the children of Europe had expressed thorough the individual country reports and the final European report… The film 

was compiled, directed and filmed by children, making it a strong representa�on of the voice of children throughout Europe.  I 

had a wonderful experience taking part in this whole project. I am grateful that I was able to contribute to such an important 

subject for us as children. Throughout the campaign I built new friendships and was able to gain great experience and 

educa�on with regard to the European community and in the way a project like this is carried out.  I had an incredible �me in 

Budapest and I hope that we will soon see the recommended changes that this report outlines and therefore see the increased 

involvement of children in European and interna�onal decision making processes.” 

Ruaidhrí Kiersey 

“So.....Yeah I get this phone call and it was all like: “Hey you’ve been chosen to go to Budapest with the Children’s Rights 

Alliance...” So I say yes and I do a fist pump and 2 weeks later I’m in Budapest filming a film about children’s views on laws and 

policies.  Overall the trip was great and fun, and the fact that we had full control over the script meant everyone got their idea 

in! Also considering we only had a day to film....a very short day. The group worked really well and I think everyone had a good 

�me. It was great to take part in an event as such and I’ve always been interested in these ma@ers. The coordinators did a 

great job supervising as well. The Speak to the World project is a brilliant idea and should follow through so that change is 

made. More people should be informed of these ma@ers and what is happening around them this is one of the aims of the 

Speak to the World project.  Hopefully changes will be made and soon!” 

Leanne Caulfield, President of ISSU and Ruaidhrí and Abigail and 

European par�cipants in Budapest.  

Derek Kea�ng, TD, signs 

the pledge wall. 



 

Stop Sex Trafficking of Children and Young People 

 

Children’s Rights Alliance                     

4 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2 

If you would like to submit material for future eNewsle@ers, please email communica�ons@childrensrights.ie 

www.childrensrights.ie 

www.facebook.com/childrensrightsalliance 

www.twi@er.com/ChildRightsIRL 

Tel: +353 1 6629400                             

Fax: +353 1 6629355     

Email: info@childrensrights.ie                                                                           

The Alliance con�nues to work on The Body Shop campaign and  has contracted three 

projects, funded by the campaign and aimed at separated children and ‘aged-out 

minors’. 

A report is being undertaken by the Child Migra�on and Social Policy Research Group 

of University College Cork on  how to deliver safe accommoda�on and adequate care 

to a child who has been iden�fied as a vic�m or suspected vic�m of trafficking.  This 

report will be launched in the first half of 2012.  

A project is also underway with the Irish Refugee Council (IRC) which centres around 

providing support to separated children to help them find their voice.  

In partnership with the Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project, vital educa�onal and social 

supports are being provided to aged out minors to support them to take part in a 

college course this academic year.   

 

Ireland’s Universal Periodic Review Hearing 

Ireland’s State hearing of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at the UN Human Rights Council took place in Geneva on 6 

October 2011.  The Alliance wrote to the Minister for Jus�ce and Equality in advance urging him to include four specific 

children’s rights announcements within his ‘Voluntary Commitments’.  At the Hearing, the Minister made a number of 

statements (including three of the Alliance’s four asks).  In rela�on to children’s rights, the Minister commi@ed that Ireland 

would hold a referendum to strengthen children’s rights in the Cons�tu�on in 2012; ra�fy the Op�onal Protocol on the Sale of 

Children, Child Pros�tu�on and Child Pornography and place the Children First 

Guidance on a statutory foo�ng within 12 months.  

While these commitments were welcomed by the Alliance, we are disappointed that 

the unacceptable prac�ce of detaining children in St Patrick’s Ins�tu�on was not 

addressed.  The Alliance will con�nue to par�cipate on the UPR Cross Sectoral Steering 

Group, convened by the ICCL, un�l the conclusion of the UPR process for Ireland in 

Spring 2012.To watch the hearing, go to: h@p://bit.ly/tkOfPU  

Budget 2012: The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly 
As usual, the Alliance published its comprehensive analysis of Budget 2012, which provides members 

with detailed informa�on from across departments and the ‘fine print’ behind the media headlines. 

Senator Jillian van Turnhout, outgoing Chief Execu�ve of the Children’s Rights Alliance, said: “While 

there are some posi�ves for children, notably the protec�on of key aspects of the educa�on and early 

years budget, Budget 2012 is not child friendly.  ‘It takes a village to raise a child’ so the saying goes, 

yet in this country of ours we are turning our backs on our children – and par�cularly those children 

who most need our help and support.  The parents of our poorest children will feel this Budget the 

most – contrary to the principles of the UN Conven�on on the Rights of the Child.”   

Key nega�ves include: a Child Benefit cut for families with three or more children; Back to School 

Allowance cuts of €55 and €50; harsh changes to the One Parent Family payment; school transport 

costs will double in just one year and a 20% cut to Department of Children and Youth Affairs’ Policy 

and Legisla�on budget. 

Key posi�ves include: alloca�on of €3 million for the holding of a Referendum on Children’s Rights in 2012; nearly €10 million 

earmarked for the Literacy and Numeracy Strategy, work on Junior Cycle reform and phased rollout of broadband to second 

level schools; capital investment in school buildings; maintained core funding for the one year free pre-school available on a 

sessional basis to every child in the year prior to commencing primary school and a €35 million commitment to the 

development of Community Mental Health Teams, as outlined in A Vision for Change.   

Emma McKinley (Children’s Rights Alliance), 

Daphney, James, Yetunde and Hussein (Dun 

Laoghaire Refugee Project) and Peter and 

Heather Mac Donald (The Body Shop)  


